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ger to the Chriſtian Religion, it is a neceſſary (though painful) 
to foo if this Ankr'f be ve ic oe 


for another....... - Sa FAR OS INF IL SGP” AH MSA 
But becauſe ſome have ſtretched the Notion of Antichriſtia- 
niſm ſo far, that things barmeleſs and innpcent come within its 
_ -compals ;, and others have. ſo mych contracted it, thax 
- might ſcape free; weare'to take a. view of the Nature and 
ſigns of the Chriſtian Religion, and-to-conclude from-that- what 
muſt be Antithriftianiſm : It being not only a bare contradittion 
to ſome branches or parts of the Goſpel ( for then every Error or 
Hereſy were Antichriſtianiſm'). but-a Deſign and entire Complex, 
of ſach Opinions and Practices, as are contradictory tos' and. 
yerſive of the Power and Life of Chriſtianity :. And if. we fi! 
any ſuch thing to be broached and received in the World, we may, 
- with the leaſt hazard of uncharitableneſs, proneunce it be Anti 
chriſtianiſm ; and if it be afted or animated by any Head,he may- 
/be concluded Antichriſt. | Y 
The Deſigns of the Chriſtian Religion Tun betwixt 'theſe. four 
Heads :. The firſt-is, to give us right apprehenſions of: the Nature 
and Attributes of God, that we may conceive aright of him; and 
adore him ſatably to bis Nature, and according:to his Will, and 
thereby be admitted to a free converſe with him, and become par» 
takers of the Divine Nature. © How little of God was-known.by 
the twinkling's of Nature's Light, even to the better and wiſer 
part of! the World, .Txly's Books of. the Nature of the Gods do 
ſufficiently. inform us ? - But if the: Philoſophers. were ſo much to 
ſeekin it, what ſhall we. expe&t fromthe: Vulgar ?./ And indeed 
Homer's Hiads, and Ovid's Metamorphoſis, were wretched 'Syſtems 
of Divinity ; and yet ſuch, and ſuch-like, were the Sentiments 
of the.Nations about the. Godhead. - It is true, . the Seed of Abra- 
ham were delivered from: that Darknefs, -and knew. God by his 
Name Jeheveb,. and had: Laws and: Ordinances given them by 
God: yet their Wor ſhip'was fo carnal, and did ſe. ſtrike, upon, 
and affect the Senſes, that we will be ſoon ſatisfied, is. was not ſa- 
: ſublime and free as became the Spirituality of. the Divine-Nature, 
and ſo was only fitted. for the Infancy of the People of: God 3, bus 
by Chriſt the rg pr lay hid from Ages. and. Gener gtians, was 
revealed.;, for be declared the Ewther, axd revealed. biy,. and: taught 
us to renennce Idols and Vanities, andto ſerve the living Gody come. 
aanding all Men every where to repent, the Times of Ignorance wherein 
| God 


C92)) > 2h 
God winked at Idolatry, being then over. That ſo ind being . 
God's Gf rang, might after him, and hat age 4 
more:in the blinding groſſveſs of 1dolatry, but in a pure Giricual | 
manner ; and whereas the Law came by Moſes, by Chrift came Grace 
and Truth. - Grace, in. oppoſition to -the Severity of the Law ; 
ai Troth, as oppoſed ( not to Falſhood ) but to the Figures and 
ma ng Me oa Law; andtherefore God is.to be Fey 
ed in Spirit and Truth, in oppoſition to the Carnal Ordinances,, 
and Ty Hel Rites which ſhadowed out the Truth in the Law. 
, The Branch of- the Chriſtian Religion is, to hold forth 
the Method of Man's Reconciliation with his Maker, For the, 
Senſe of all Mankind agrees in this, that Sin is an Indignity done 
God,. which: deſerveth- Puniſhment, and, cannot be expiated. by 
any Service Man can do : It was therefore neceſſary there-ſhonld 
be a mean found. for- incouraging Sinners to imbrace a Religious 
Life ; of. which all had reaſon to deſpair,. without Pardon were 
offered to Penitents, upon the cbange of their Lives. Now this 
was thatthe Heathen could not dream how to.procure : It is true, 
the Jews had on agrees For explating of Sin, but thgſe could never. 
iet their Conſciences, fince the common Senſe of Mankind tells, 
the Blood of Beaſts cannot appeaſe God. The Myſtery 
therefore of: the Reconciliation of Sinners to God, is the proper 
Character of the Chriſtian Religion : which holds forth to us how 
the Eternal Word was made Man, and-endured unſpeakable Suf- 
ferings for the Sins-of Men, even'to the Death of the Croſs ; and. 
was raiſed up by God, - and carried /to Heaven, where he is veſted 
with all-Power and Authority,. and .by the Merits.of his Death 
hath a right to grant Pardon,..give Grace, and confer Eternal, 
Life on all that e on him z. by whom God conveys all things 
© tous, and through whom we are to offer up all our Worſhip to" 
God, he being the Mediator betwixe.God and Man, |, + 
- +. The third Head of the Chriſtian; Religion is, to teach the per- 
fetteſt, and-moſt Diyine . Rules, fot adyancing, of the 
Souls of Men to the higheſt perfetion of their Natures. _ It is 
- true, noble pieces of Morality were acknowledged and taught 
by the Heathen Philoſophers: and the .Books of the Old Telta- 
ment have-the-Do&rine of Vertue,, hang + Humility and Meck-, 
neſs laid open very. fully -:- but : without derogating from theſe, 


it muſt be.acknowledged,. that as-the -Dodtrine of Chriſtianity, 
teacheth all theſe Precepts with clearer Rules, and _—_ Di- 
E ; reftidns 3 
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held out to like the, Heathen Divinity, 'mach 
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of the Cir qt NT we 3 18. {wedges a 
face, 7 *n.4 beak glory of the Lord, are 
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*Thethird Char after \ is, the. Reaſonableneſs of the Chriſtian Rel. 
25a, ; it;containing none of theſe abſurd incredible - which 
Sbounded "i Heathens ; nor of. theſe-Rites Judaiſin, 


ma Era or) the, pr dir of racial Ser- 
bracing nas! Gockiy, God having made our Souls and chem 
A 
| Anlthe the fourth CharafZer of our Religion i iS,its eaſineſ3; Chiif*s 
Tokg Ke, ob. Mat. 11. 30. Wherein we are - 
freed from all the barbarous and: cruel Rites of Genriliſes, and 
from the I: Bondage of Judaiſm, which war's ' Law of Or- 
dinances,. and 4 Toke that our Fathers werg nat able to bear ;, but that 
we are called to. by Chriſt, is o ſimple, fo eaſy; and fo plain, 
ay may we lay, bis Commandments are not grievoig,: 1. Joh. 


Hana given. this bing of the and. Chargers of the 


Choltign Region, Lo L hold: it not to dwell ona further 
deduction of Thoſe Geral imo mor ada ae rw 
to. make this Scheme of Religion y any' looger pr the 
Lo gy wait Range oy ou. of eg gee of. eve- 
ry conſidering Perſon ;- ogy I go-o0n'to examine if there be 
. any ſy Men of Dodtrias or Opioions, among Pretevders. to 
I | tends to. the overthrowing ahd enervating 
and whoſe Charatters are. diratiy: oppo- 
lite to Lhave avonrjoged 1 and the le avowed,. and the more 
difgoi that Society be, as:it is more |ikely to prevail, fince Er- 
pedo Me Os 6 MrIIne in their own cafours, i 
yaile 


__ a "PI 


( o,). I 
vaited with the pretences of Fruth and Vettue, i it will better 
agree with that great Character the Prophecies give of this de- 
fettion, that it was a Fyſtery, and bad Myſtery on its Fore-htad, 
Rev. '17-'15- EY Ds PG wy 
And here remains the'fad part-of 0 DUST for what I0- 


yer of Mankind can with pleaſure ſatisfy his 'own Reafon, 
or contivince the Judgment of- others; iti a Matter the iſſye where- * 
of 'is to prove ſo a part of the Chriſtian Societies to be A&- - 
ticbriftian and adutterate 3 and certainly if my love ta Truth, and 
the honour of my Redeemer and his Goſpel, and by conſe- 
quence a zeal for Souls, did not engage me to this Search, I c 
eaſfly quit the Fask; and chuſe more* eafy and pleaſant Subjects 
for eheitebchls bf my Thoughts; but the Wiſdom of God: ha- 
ving declared it a part of Wiſdom to obſerve the Charatters of 
the Antichriſtian Beaſt, 1 therefore, though not withont pain, en- 
gage in the ſurvey of it. | | 
nd firſt,”'in the entry it will be a bad Omen, of no good'to 
be expected from any Society that ſhall =Ry'® keep her Members 
in Ignorance, and to bar them the ſtudy of the Hol - 4. qyber 
which being the Revelation 'of the whole Counſel of God, and 
written by plain and ſimple Men, and at firſt dire&ted to the uſe 
of. the rude illiterate Vulgar, for teaching them the Myſteries of 
Godlineſs; and the Path of Life ;- it is a ſhrewd indication, that 
if any ſtudied to hide” this Light wnder a -Candteftick, and to 
keep it inan unknown Tongue, or forbid the Body of Chriſtians 
the uſe of "it; (though its natiye tendency be to enlighten the Un+ 
derſtanding;-and-to enflame the Will, it being given out by God 
for that end ) that thoſe muſt be conſcious tothemſelves of great 
- Jeformity'to that Rule, and*-apprehend, that 'if it'were more 
known, / their DoQrih would be lefs believed, eſpecially ſince the 
bardeſt part of the Scriptures are the Writings of 'the Old Teſta- 
ment: * And yet theſe were communieated'to all of that 'Difpen- 
ation; who were commanded by Chriſt to ſearch- them, and who 
did'educate their Children in them, continuing that Holy care to 
a-ligh degree, events this Day. Now except it beſaid; that it 
is fitter'' all be kept onder Darkneſs in the new wo trees. 
thay was in the- Old; no account can be given,” for the Zeal is uſed 
'in any Church, -to keeptheir Childtcn in ſuch ignorance ; atid yet 
this 35 a part of the diſtinguiſhing Charafters of the new Diſ- _ 
penfation from the Old; that Light hath appeared ia it. ' Now all” ” 
obs may 


"R—0 ds 1617S) 
may know how guilty thoſe of Kome are in this: ht pades 
. are takentodetrad from the. Authority of the. Scriptures'? how 

ith Fr ſometimes.its Darkneſs, ſometimes its Ambiguooſ- 
DEP» 22 


etimes the genuineneſs of its Originals, and.always com- 
ain of its being too much peruſed, ed Piero let 3s little of 
it be put in yulgar Tongues as can be, read it pLlhy in an uii- 
known Tonguezand pr no private Perſon the uſe of it, with- 
out allowance from his Corfeſſor -. Of which, 'tho in ſome places 
the Reformation hath made them more liberal, = where there is 
n9 hazard of they betray their averſion for the Scriptures 
too palpably-ia all thertr Writings and Diſcourſcs. | | 
. But now to purſue my Deſign more. cloſely, I mult call to mind 
the firſt Branch of the Chriſtan Religion, which teacheth how 
God is to be worſhipped in a pure and ſpiritual-Way ; and fee 
far this is contradifted. And here I muſt conſider the Ido- 
latry of the Gentiles, which was of two kinds ; The one was, 
when the True God was worſhipped in afalſe manner : The other 
"was, : when Divine Adoration was offered to thoſe who were no 
Gods. Of the firſt hall reckon two kinds ;, the firlt was, when 
an-lmage or Figure was erected for repreſenting the Deity to the 
nſes, and adoration. offered to God through 1t.:+In which caſe, 
though perhaps. the. Herd did formally worſhip the Image, yer 
their _ Phxloſophexs declared, they meant theſe only for exciting 
the Senſ&'and Imagination, and not for being w <.any} much 
lefs that the Deity ſhould be conceived like unto them, as we 
find both in Celfw, Julian, and Maximus Tyrins, Now this form 
of Adoration, is contrary both to the Divine Eſſence and Com- 
mand : For God mult either be conceived like ſuch an Image, or 
not :- If like to it, then. a great indignity is. done the Divine' Na- 
ture; greater thanif a Toad.or Worm wete ſet out as the lmage 
of-a King, to have civil Reverence paid to it, fince he is of his 
own That fave chenſible, a 6B, dnp Rare _o_ I-y 
Shape or 'Figure..: Ina ward, it abaſes our thoughts. of God, 
-when we figure bit to'our ſelves. - But. if. we! Oey God "not 
like ſuch amImage, then why-is it uſed, except to be'a Soake-ro 
the Vulgar, who will be ready to think God like imto it? And 
certain It is, hr de wrote the mon goo or Pot gprninn 
may conceive of_thelc Images, yet the Vulgar ofter up their”A- 
dorations directly to.them, and conceive. 'God to. be Jike unto 
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= CS, Bro Worſhip, to which the Fews were ſo 

; but God would not give bis Praiſe to gyavin 

8. peirgg, arty oo remembred, that the Jewiſh 

ion was low and carnal, when compared to that to which we 

are called :_ If then this \ ques Oe br mon ed a. ome 
is much leſs tobe allowed of among Chriſtians. 
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them. And of A ;aeliter their 

wn the Wilderneſs, Exod. 32. for it 1s clear, ; they'ls on it as 

their Go who had brought them ont of oYpe, therefore coult 

ly be ad the Egyptian God that was "an Ox ; but Þ 
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the Whore doth likewi®ugre a well with his. C. | 


therefore in ſtead of their Gods, they ſet up the Demon nd 
 Baal-Worſtip, to the Apoſtles and other Saints" and ann hh 
whick Fhbeodorer doth moſt ingenuouſly ERIN to have 
fet in the ſtead of their Gods. ' They became afterwards ſoexatt 
in the parallel, that as the Heathens had of theſe feſſer Gods for 
every Nation, ſo there was a Saint appointed for every Nation : 
St Andrew for Scotland, St. George for Englandy St. Parrich for Ire- 
land, and many more for other: Nations :''And as every'\ Houſe 
among the Heathens had their houſhold God, ſo _—_ Perſon was 
taught to have & rutelar Saint arid : Pres _ Hea- 
then there were'Gods for all Trad 
Vertue; ſo tn Antichriſtianifi- 1g _ vpn ns for R—_ 
eaſe; for every' Profeſſion, and for all the Graces: * and. as the 
Heathenebuilt Temples for "them, - fo. did' alſo. B ow 
And here an odd Rematk'is in'my way of - this 
the Pambion at Rome dedicated in Auguſtus bu thee raiCy SI. 
— of - the Gods, ' and to all the Gods, was as: con 
be Virgin undall the Sainte. And as the' Anrnaber rs yo my 
Vows, obſerved- Days;-brought Preſents, uſed Proc - 
ceflions'inhonour' to theſe lefſer Gods, -and/worthippee theit Sta- | 
ellos; : ſoall>this by degrees: crept 'imto3 RemesChriths- | 
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of ſo ſtort' 2 Diſcourſe will allow of. -- It' is tre,» the Worſhip © 
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time - 


(16); 
cs mpg the el lr MN apen 
that each loco of the Sim nila 


Nero wht oro all who 


Churaho! how you-fell-ail their Charches -all over dreſſed up 
: - and well ador- 


2%, mane if | | were avere 


Hed Sr Sul lntof 
words of 


> i 
: + » 


ps ls to Stnners DS 
ons Reged to of >The 


. ny -more/ wor bery ha: do 
; Churches are wy to her, than to 


ho d rod te Err 
the ns on j 


Minds40 b the Sin'of as 
Snag SE 
or di al 


eames kin'of Dy 


pros 
mw 1 ar, 44 
Revuli: 19/16; 
red ney 


| Ro KR ene A i, G 


Fl me 


BHT Rl 714 


Foie 


ST Sn 5 


z 

FT 
FLY 
Ze 


}}AAA . 4 
on kim, 


Want in bis Hand: and the Prieſt's 
ſtroaked upon him. ' Whether doth all 
plicity of the Spouſe of Chriſt, or 


Eo Of 
+ F&E 


Fo. 


: . 
> + = 6 


THIER: 
£35 


: 


th 


ii 


- the five wonder i 


Words; And 
which _—_—_— of 


| 1 : And after the 
'by' the Prieſt; which 


1; 


£ 


Ww 
the Goſpel; holds forth x 
native tendency for ——_— fromattending 
| 2 


ronarg 201602 2008 382123401075 
ah Me 
ELIE [72s 


2 I: . 


Sis $9305 x ES: 


USP i 


FH BVERIONE 
L 


Apoſtles; as if that -were-a Pr 
W hat ſhall be then ſaid of 

Wax, the Sourſe: of ab Heroir, | 
pon particular 
made upby 


SLE 
EEE be belkin the aeff piece 5 
But here a great difference is t ade betmixt the Teſtimo- 
ny of aWitzeſs, and the of a | 


denied to the Church; and-ſo the 
committed tothem 5 but'that doth - be 
their Sanbedrimn infallible, or 

caſamorecameot be aſcribed to the | 
oy 


EE Further, the G 
ICS Biſhops to Apoſtles 
carne 5 ie? In Fne, mul. he. Val: 


hid hea godly Fondation fr bal ou '- 96s Bans £5 
 Ciriſt's 


Ne ot 


Gt REIN 


Tj j Ro: ſz MERE 


: - TYaet 5 
\ kx pos at To 


yy to reveive any! Qpinione 
PYmt S523 10 28 : Eh 
Wn > vl\o}- avi 


judg: to what « paG the Souls of the People are | ; ro by the 
tits word; "We comnbetoSerdartef por boguil to their 
Author for none; cak be a-Juds; he bart Power 
totry afid ts coerce.” Now: RN Rgns 
Hearts das manga 3 for #9 hoHumane Power tat know | 
ſdnerher can it turn rhem, which are not in-our 
own Power, mich: leſs in the' Power of others : "therefore our 
cah, -and/-myft- ooly fall within God's Juriſdiction : 
| bncethe-epdraning Ft of 'God conſiſts in K now- 
leds;! $ a8 ynon- of 6nr Souls ro Divine 
"FF :we may with it,* it” will follow, that 
al the theſs: Pretehices 'of abſolure' Kuthority and: Infallibility in 
contrary to- ChritPs Prophetick Office, who came 
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. - The ſecond of Jeſus Cbrilt's Offites, was _ pretty, with- 
- ont which the . former had - never been effeftual'; ' for” had we 
knowninever. ſo perfettly. the: Will 'of God, wr) fg method 
had beet laid down for teconciling Sinners to him, it was in vain 
-  tothink of Religion, ſinee-nothing Sinners could do,; was ab'e to 
appiaſe Gods or.expiateSin 3 butr- this *was fully done by the Sa- 
of that Lanib:of:God, Who became Sin. for as; and bare our 
Sins jn rune in whom we have Redemption, ves ptoon? 
of Sin' through bis Blbod, '2 Cor. 5. 21. 1:Pet. 2. 24 Epheſ. 1.7, 
If then any have derogated from the value of this Satisfaction, 
they have offered the-urmoſt indignity to the'digheſt Love, and 
ner wood oft indo kar g pee org. «.ho 
þ ite moe moſt e with fuch a Sacrile- 
» But,' Niger are" they of rhis; who would 
the Merits nd Worksof _— in an equality with the _ 
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| he freely crowns hivown 
Cifoton. "For when we co confi er how: greata:diſpro 
there is betwixt « —Y beſt Services and Eternal Glory, when we 
| ne remember, how all our good Actions flow from the Principles 
of Divine Grkce holy give but. withal, -refle& on the. great 
OF F TISfR hang about our beſt Performances,. 
; {4 wa cob able to ag on xi any thoughts of cur 
oat the Hands of God, .,-And certainly, the dec S 
ſi on we "il be forcher a Evil of nes - the con of of * 
G We Wl 4 om capacity of: ſwelling big mn-our 
OW Thops $,.or of claiming any thiſng.on- the-pretentions of 
Jultice 0 It, 13 true; this Dodtrine cof 22e#h.is ſo:ox- 
plained, b by fone of that Church, that there remains no ground 
of quarrelling it ; except for the Terms Take, which is indeed 
odious and improper, ( thoughearly ufed by the Ancients wy an 
innocent ſenſe ). But many of that Church tet, Le: 
there can be no Obligation on: God by our Works, but that 
which his own; Promiſe, binds upon him z whith none, who og 
lieve the Truth of.the Promiſes of the Goſpel, can 3 
yet ſtill we muſt remember that, we owe-all to the Love of fs, 
and nothing to our ſelves : which as it is the Matter of the Hal- 
lelujabs of glorified. Saints, {o ſhopld be the Snbje&t of our, daily 
Acknowledgments ; wherefore,.,we muſt ;abominate every thing 
that thay ta detra&t from this.. But alas ! were all this 
Zeal, many bf that Communion own for Merits and Hour 
Works, meant for the adyancing a Holy and Spiritual -Li 
would carry a Apology wit it, and its noble Deſign would 
very much qualify the ſeverity of its Cenſure ; 'but when theſe 
good Wor ks,. er for © many Ages: were highly magnified, 
were the building of Churches, the enriching of Abbeys, Pilgrt- 
mages, ard other trifling and. voluntary pieces of Will-worſhips 
advanced for the Secular Intereſts of the Church ;, what ſhall ow 


a7) 
hg of- all —_—  —— — — ————— 
re perrtnd) ax Ne ee from that Holineſs and 
Sanctity, - which muſt qualify us for the: Kingdom: of God, and 
the Inheritance of the Saints. :: 

'| And to/end-thisMatter,; let me add one thing, which inmad 
exidcat toallwho-haxs obſerved; the Mothods: of the Directory 
of Cdifſcivoces in\that'Cheich,  thatwith whatever DiſtinQiang 
this Matter be varniſhed over among then,” yet 'the Vulgar do - 
really-imagine they'buy -and fell with Almighty God, by their 

going theſe Laws of the Church, :and Penances impoſed - 
by their Confeſſor : Which as it nouriſheth the Life of Pride and 


Sokf-jove; ſo it detratts: from the! value:they.: ought to fer on 
the - Blood. of \Ghauhs” as their, only Tile: to Heaven and 


Glory. 

And to this, 1 uſt add that diſtin&tion of. the temporary and 
eernal Puniſhments Sin deſerves: The latter whereot they 'ac 
knowledg are Semoved bythe Blood: of Chriſt;z /but: the Sema 
mult bs. capiteed by our ſelves, either by -m this Life, 
or thoſe we muſt endure PurgarorYs'. unlefs-by the Pope's Cha- 
rity'we-be delivered 6m them. ' Now, bow:rontrary this! is to 
the Value we are'tavght to/ ſer on the Blood of :Chrift, all-may 
judg; Epheſ.2.15.:65.27. ByChrift Prace is made, we are reconciled 

God, he repreſents ky r0.the' Farker withour Jſper or mrinkle: Arid 
mated more of thipNavure meeting us inSeriptuce,! declares' how 
py "his Satisfaction was 9" adthinſpbeing/leſt undone by him, 

removing.the Guilt and- Demerit of Since 1'Atd-what:rom- 
fortleſ Dori rin&this'is/ we may' on-apprebend” how it takes 
away that Joy"in'God;at the approches of 'Death, "ſince there 
is fach and 4 wh direful Hrs wma yon a 9 _ was no 
ſinall pare of the Myſtory, by w Would was: brought un- 
der their Domition $2ap® thetefors:: great iwas taken for 
—_— betief"of At ail-Meas ' matly'Yiſions: 
ads wergwvuchedfor its Proof 3 and all che Lives of. 
thatwere iyrietat for divers —_—_— Fall of foch fa-: 


bulous Nerratlons ery ftanding i 
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SIT Ernns, melted Mare, and Derils: 


But 
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7, ſeerhow 
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int the Gor corttrived rp - Soul from, - 
fening them: out of: Pargat AS what: were the In- 
ducements of adyancing the Nie of it with ſuch Zeal, which 
was thus framed * It is believed. by that Church, that beſide the 
Commands that neceſſarily oblige alt Chriſtians, there are many 
Counlels in the Golpeh, in order to of Pore, wna 


'L 


as 


about hisStandards. And by thi vents ke brought moſt  Prin< 

| I on on nn unter wich they groaned 
frm a0 tt more baſe and ſordid w 2s, the ſelling of 
Indulgenceyand Pardons for Mony. Certainl y here was Simons 
CT Een oaks 
that t d 

Eaſt him out 'of the - Church. 1 

Arts, an Dogs of 


fic with him for the exchenge wary 
caricting. of, Ak x nts fer arrey 
A own. Merits; which" they 
one of heya If 'then' =: dying 
favour ſo much, that he was received 1tito 
wrapped in one of their —_—_ ; then was his- 
the nyſe pocraferene yi what an'endle 


nb wor packer 4c be trac 
ir rok ym octy doth-not —— 


wt of- true aud t to: the jealouſy! of 
Spirit- Religion, and expoſe 1 


CREE ' the Poor, and 4 Woe on the' Rich, is reverſe 
Son of Ga? Hp yes y\ this dane to: the Blood of /t 
Son « | from chain denim: 

a3; by. theſe Pras 


Qtixes'! 


- Another Art not very remote fo this, for dctrating from 
the-value of - Chriſt's Death, andthe :coanhdence. we: ſhould bave 


ging the = = te Vale dor ſerve f oe 
rye for 
againſt Sin z butas Toon as the Prieſt CES ks Penance 


Head, :and-ſays; after this, them- 
ſelves fully —_—_— of- vine bar; 3 at they they jog them: 
crament, had their former Life been Dad It is true, -the 


protiror the Prieſts-in. their'flight Penances, and haſted Abſo- 
and promiſcuous allowing of all the Holy Sacrament; is 
colnlanh: ty mong in <her--Gbvorky, who :complain of [theſe 
&bufes with much _ [Zeal 3 NS Cn are foilittle 
regarded; that tharr Writings are condemneGand. tha Corraption 
tontinnes -unireformed.  'Now what can take-off rhore from-the 
-xalue of. the Death of -Chrift, than4o believe it in.the Power of 
a Prieſt toabſolve from Sin ? All the Power of the Church-being 
either Miniſterially:to declare the! Abſolution offered in the Gor 
er hich the Conditions in bans *oroninaney frombthe feandal 
It was/ counted Bla - 


Af ahen' 
wh too of rick he cleared bi | 
the :Sex of Man'on Earth, nary Lartiqwrnbgas Geng | 
to be Blaſphemy in all others to pretend to abſoe from Sin. 
DT CETT ATE: amnvo UH 9112 4514 04 0 
*i Sita 20017 Io 19uqe als 


* S455 A : To 


(32) 

+ To this I might add the Scorn pat on Religion by many of the 
Penances enjoined for Sin, . ſuck as the abſtaining from. Fleth for 
many Days, - the ring over fo' many Prayers, the repeating 
the penitemtial Pſalms, the going to. ſuch Charches, and Al- 
tars ; with other ridiculous Oblervances like theſe, which cannot 
but kill the Vitals of true Religion, and-lead away Sonls from theſe 
earneſt” ions to Jeſus Chriſt for Pardon and Renovation. 
And whocan have any ſad Apprehenſions of Sin, who ' is taught 
fach an eaſy way of eſcaping Puniſhment ? 

I confeſs in this, as in all other parts of Religion, the Maſters 
of that Corea _ - Spry one rw _ their Doctrines 
might, according tot 4, taſte in 
Moar's reliſh * for if any be grave and an acl av, = Glewes, 
folicude; - and-rerirement are enjoined them; - if their Tem- 
pers be more” fiery and ſullen, - fevere corporal -Mortifications* - 
and- Diſciplines are tasked on them, fach as cruel and perhaps 
publick Whipping, or other unſpeakable Aufterities , with 
which the Lives of the modern Saints arefull ; bat if one be of a 
more Jolly temper, who deſires Heaven at an eaſy rate, then ſbme 
trifling Penance ſhall ferve turn. Theſe are a-few of their Arts 
for diverting Souls from flying unto Jeſus, as'to the fare-and 'fafe 

e from the Father's Wrath, in whom only we can find: ſan- 
Etuary, and whom the-Father hath ſent into the ' World to ſeek 
and ave {oſt Sinners. Now whether the Prieſts inthe injunRion - 
of-eaſy Penances, and giving Abſolation, do not violate-the'Pre-: 
rogative of Jeſus, and inſenhibly debauch Souts from that affetio-: 
nate and grateful Duty they owe their Redeemer, into their tri--- 
fling Methods and Appointments, I refer it to all who know: 
them. 


Another ſition made to the Prieſtly Office of Chritt' is, - 
their Conceit of the Sacrifice of the Maſs, which they believe is a * 
formal Expiation of Sins, both for the Living and Dead, who + 
are in Purgatory : Chriſt once offered himſelf up for- taking a- 
way Sin, which he did by that one Sacrifice, and this' is by the” 

He ftated among the Differences which are burwixt the  Sarrificed * 
of Moſes, which were to be dazly and yearly renewed and repeated,” 
Soereur href offered one Sacrifice in the end of the World, fo' that there * 
was no need of more,” Heb. 10. 1,2, 3, 12, 14. Now, to imagi 
that the Prieſts going through the Office of the Maſs, and his re- 
ceiving - 


\(32) 
irleg thaek theconſeerated Elements, can have 4 virtue to ex xthe 
| ad chun, cfpncany of tie Deck, $A ing fo coo £ 
common impreſlions, it will puzzle 2 a? Bei 
to think any. can credit. it. And yet this js-0ue of the. 
pieces of the Religion of that. Church. It -is. truey ina right 
lenſe,; that Sacrament may be called a Sacrifice, as it. was: by the 
Ancjents, either in general, as Prayers raiſes, and-Almf 
are called ſo in Scripture-3: or as.it- i'a/Commemoration | of the 
Sacrifice of Chriſt ; but ro-imagine the Attion hath anex y 
farce 'in it; is a vil ble” derogation from the. yalue. of 
Death ; and all the value is in any outward-Sacramental yr oy 
can only be derived into. the Soul of the Receiver, burt.it is ab- 
ſur to think one Man's Action can. be derived to another ; and 
it. clearly appears from'the — the. Lord's'Supper,,.that 
yertod manlety by the pratic of th . Believers, which is .per- 
yerted manifeſtly by the theſe Prieſts, who commu- 
ea 3 gs te Pty Offer o 
t-a derogation. is it 
Chriſt; one-Branch whereof. is his Interceſſion, to 6 join 
Angels with him in that Work, nay,. and. prefer them to a? 
Which will-be found;too true; if the Office. of the e irgn, ao 
the. Prayers offered to her, be eo with thoſe to her 
' Son.. .Did Chriſt-by the Merits of his Paſſion acquire this Honour 
prin) ant fucegntyel Be Br ſuffered = rob him ſo 
ipjuriouſly acrilegiouſly | Qnours AN w_it-on 
theſe who are qur Fellow-ſervants? 

- But having touched this in the former part of: my Diſcourſe, 1 
advance my Enquiry to the Oppoſition given the Regal Office- of 
Chriſt : And firſt, how-contrary is it to the Glory whereyith 
eyen his Humane Nature and Body is refulgent in Heaven, to be- 
lieve; that five words, muttered out by the Prieſt, ſhall have- the 
x day” ace his real and Wine, and? inſtead of the anni-+ 

ements of Bread and Wine, et: under their Acci- 
yan ces? This-is a new and ſtrange kind of Hy-. 
cul raie Lrirrur abort reg gl 
| eyery.day ex un 0 Oo dar COnN- 
a covering, as are the reſemblabces of Bread and Wine. 
low thoughts of: his Perſon muſt it breed in ſuch —_— 

arg. copable gt believing, this Contrivance 4 | 


Anka 
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liſts in this Authority he hath' over our Confſciences, which he 
hath vindicated into Liberty, by deliveripg us from the. Bondage 
of Corruption. If then any. pretend a;Power of obtruding 
new Articles-on our Bdigf, ot: Obligations'0n obr: 'Conſttences, 
thefe muſt be confefſed'to be injurious t0-1the: Dignity wherewnh 
Chriſt igveſted. What cheniſhall bei faid: of 4tim; who prezeads 

© an Authority of Aiſpenling with, and difotvitg the Obligationof 
Oaths, of dillalving the Wedlock-bund, 'of dllowing the Marriage 
in the forbidden Degrees ? And as-for thcir Additions to the Laws 
of Chriſt, they are ihnomerable; :Arid;hede what:] mentioned laſt, 
calls'me'to mind of 2 prevty [Device tom the! forbidden: 
Degrees of Arian and add the Spiritual Kdn- 
dred, that is, of Kindred with out God-fathers or God-nipthers 

' 1n Baptiſm, which is done upon no other deſign, but to drawn 
more tp the Treaſure. of the Chacrch, by frequent Diſpenſes. . If I 
ſhonkd-licre reckon-up/all the Additions-which by the Anthorny of 
thet Church are madetothe Laws of 'Chrilt,. 1 ſhould re fande-al 
that I have hitherto alledged, they being viſible Additions.40 the 
Doctrine and Rules of the Goſpelzand impoſed with ſnchunmer- 
ciful Cruelty, that an Anatbems 15 the mildeſt of the Spiritual 
Cenſures they thander againſt ſuch as comply not with their Ty- 
ranny ; and a Faggot wotild be its civil Sanion, were the Secular 

_ Powers at their Devotion. T do not deny but theres an Autho- 
ry, both .in the! Civil and )Ecclefiaftick Powers, of -enjoining | 

; en, bur no Authority beſide ChrifPs can reach the 
Conlcience. _Befrdes, if theſeinditferent things ſwell fo in their 
number, be vain, pompous, and uſtlefs, and be impoſed without 
all regard to the tend of weak Conſacnces;they. become 

.. tyranvical ; and ſuch'as do ſoimpoſerhem; diſcover rheir ateting, 

a.tyrannical and Lordly Dominidn'over Conſcierces 5, and that 

they prefer/their own Devices to the ſimpler Methods of Chriſt. 

and the plainer and eafier Rules of bis Goſpel $2 | 

| :\Bytone Laftance of their abrogatiogthe Laws of Chriſt as mare 

, in their violating the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper x = 

_ Wherdin, tho he inftitutet ic under Goth” kinds, and.did id di- 
ſtribute it, with the expreF roman che all ſhould drink. of s 

Jo) } 


« # 2 : ” 
" * 7 : - y 
= s iS + o - LY 
» 4 SY "4 yl 2; Fx; 
£” 3s 1 7 
= ; F 


berg pb dtribaron of he Nw" partic My- 
ry in it, to guard againſt the forgſeen Corruption t part 
of-it ;: and the reaſon given in the-diftribution of the Cups ſhews, 
it muſt reach to all that need the Blood of 'Chriſt for the remiſſion = 
of Sins 5 which- not being reſtrained to the Prieſts, ſhews, that 


_—_—_ without a direct to the Mind and Command 
ought not to be from-the People z and any that 
wt read the Reaſons - ' for: this Sacriledg, will ſee 


what a low account they have of the Commands of Chriſt; when 
upon ſuch: trifling Pretences they will violate them. And with 
h_ muctr”cruelty they backed this Invaſion of Chriſt's Antho- 


ity, the Hiſtory will declare, beginning it with a perfidiou 
burningof two Witneſſes aloof it Confhency wg 2h 
ſo much: War and B ſhed againſt thoſe who adhered 


eur the Goſpel in the Matter, and refuſed to-ſtoop to/ 


—_ 5g an..M to another Invaſion: of Chriſt*s Regal Authority, 
committed by him who pretends to be the Univerſal Biſbop'of the: 
Church, and to have Authority ovyer all Church-men ; whom he: 
makes ſwear Obedience to-him, and looks on them but as his De- 
legates : It was unluckily done of Gregorythe Great, to be ſo ſe- 
vere on this Head, as to condemn the- Title of Univerſal Biſhop, 
a Amichriſtian : But little dream'd he in how few Years his Suc- 
ceſſor would aſpire to that height of Ambition. Now by this 1 
pretence, all theſe Officers whom Chriſt hath appointed toRule 
and Feed his Church, -are turned out of their Authority, and 
made ſubject to him: And with how: much pride he treads on his 
Fellow-Biſhops, the ——enggh-=bwgr Ages do _— It is- 
true, at firſt, as being Biſhop of the Imperial City, - the 
of Rome were highly eſteemed, but Pride: and Ambition 
—_ leaven- them z-: yet ',they. were for the: firſt four Ages, 

pour egg by the other Biſhops, but as their Fellow-Biſhops; 
Decrees -of two General Councils, the Biſhops of 


Conſtan- 


| | 


Metropoli 
tell of a ſbameful Forgery 
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alewing of wp ay pap Fei «fs. 
jwpr 4 Ov Which they png: aq yas os 
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tles, as Yice-God, yea, and Lord Cod they thought their Power 
was. limited, as long-as'Kings and Emperors. were not-even in 
Temporals ſubject to them And. therefore 'from the days of 
Pope Gregory the Seventh, they pretended to a Power of 

ſing Princes, diſpoſing of their mage moe fe to others, and 
penſi ing with the Oaths of Fidelity their SubjeQts had ba! Green to 


Cy be dy, for cer own a Ends, to "ioras the the Domi- 


Piety, and awry a4 Spun World; and ſo 
t all ſubjefted to the Papal Tyranny. - -Now, ſhould I in- 
Fance this in Particulars, 1- ſhould tranſgreſs the mn 2 
ſhort Diſcourſe by along Hiſtory ; but the Lives of Grey. he 
Seventh, bane the Third, may the Eighth, ulins 
the Second; to mention. no more; will ſufficiently convince any 
who willbe at the pains to read them, now are = ie theſe 


-who lived in Ape gies: And Man Pars ell at 
vy #+_ | length 


ip ( ( 36. Fw | 
\"hefobe: bis Healer; dow\aich,"apd | how offeit England 
Ard alt this d fo far from dting denies; that it % ieftnded a 
vowally: by -not- a few'of. the Canonit?s and Feſairs, and is a 
Pottrine dearly entertained in the Conrt of Rome EE 
as from ahd Kt6 Attempr of'Po Paut Suthgtt cg: 
Yenice': Butthe 'World'is now's-little v *7 
a6) by theſe Arts, wnd- therefore rhat PratbeeR bo we to. ſleep, 
till haply the Beaſt be healed of the Wound was given it at. 
the Reformation, - 

But 1 cannot leave this Partlenlar, without 1 my ſad Regrates, 
tha roo deep a: tindture of: this Spirit of” Antichriſtianiſm is a- 
mong ttiany, ele ops rae averſit'to-it ; ſince the Do- 
_— ny arm Fg nporcoletrrs of : Religion, is fo 

adhered to by n#ny; who pretend to be 

gh! reformed, tho this be one of the Characters of the ſcarler- 
ured Whore. Bit thus far haye we gone through the ſecond 
part of Antichriſt's CharaQer, and have difcovered too clear in- 
dications of 4difformiry tothe Spirit and Trath of the Chrifti- 


an Religion, in-all the Bratiches of the-Honour aid NY duc 
to Jeſus the only! Mediator - of the New Covenant. 


| Fromthis I proceed to'the third part of my Enquiry, which 
is, the Oppoſition made tothe wy goa 1 Deſi on of Chriſtian Reli- 
for e the Souls "of Men : into a mth Fig TM the 


| Natures whereby the Sot!} 

the outward ConverfmionTrepulat bp {nnd Me may be yt Fr? 
to its Primitove Innorence And Mich ng toan inward and in- 
timate fellowſhip with their Maker, The firſt ftep of this Reno- 
kn is, Repenrance ; for-God commands Mew where to Ye- 

;. 'and Repentancr' and Remiſſiow of Sing - are always onited_; 

and this being an bortour” Foy "of its -natoot' 
and comy arty to-the | Law 755 which mikes the $ 
prebend the hatardit bath itieurred by it ; ſo; ai'to fondly all means 


poſſible to avoid it 1m all time' comm nothing re the 
pe more for Faith in Chriſt, "__ the Rudy Mn 2 Pn ki 
Repentance ; which maſt needs be previous to theſe: © 


. Devices are found-to-eneryete"this * Sits" nit be Aivited i 
F cnial and. Mortal'; the former deſerving only ſome temporal ie 


mas-ant and being) ealiy expiated by" fdino Eelliag plccP: bf | 


ſeeming 
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(37) | 
feeming Devotion, and: hereby many Sins are ſtruck out- of the 
Penitents conſideration : For who can have a grear pprctiesfob 
of that which is ſo ſhghtly expiated ? And this may be extended 
to the eaſy Pardons, given for acknowledged mortal Sins © For 
| he who thinks that God can be-appeaſed for them, with the fay- 
ing by rote ſo many Prayers, cannot poſſibly have. dee appre- 
henſfons of their being either ſo diſpleaſing to God, or ſo odtous 
In themſelyes. '. But ſhall I to this add their afſerting, that a ſorr- 
ple attrition, which is a ſorrow flowing from the c ation of ary 
z al Evil, God hath brought upon the Sinner, withont any regard 
had, either to the vilenefs of the Sin, or the Offence done to God by it ;, 
that is (I fay) can fuffice for jaſtifying Sinners, and qnalifhing 
them for the Sacrament, whereby the neceſlity of Contrition, and 
Sorrow flowing from the Principle of the-Love of God, is made 
only a high degree of Perfedtion, but not indifpenſibly neceſſa- 
ry. In the next place ; all theſe Severities they enjoin for Penan- 
ces, do' but tend to nourift the Life of Sin; when Sinners fee a 
Trade ſet up by which they can buy themſelves off from the 
Wrath of x K. _ to ebony ns trine of Indyl-- 
- gences, Which is fo direct an oppoſition to Nor. 
rance,' as if it had been” contrived for diſpoſleffing the World of 
the ſenſe of it. 

That which js next preſſed in the Gofpel for uniting the ſouls 
of Mankind to God, #* that noble r of Graces, Faith, Hope, 
and Love, by which the Soul reſts in God by a- holy e in bin, 
believing the Trath of bis Gofpel, expeiting the accompliſhment of his © 
Promiſes, wai Ref Brule of him, and delighting in his 
glorions Perfettions, and Excellencies. Now how mich all this is 
ſhaken by theſe carnal and groſs Conceptions, the Romun Do- 
Arine offers of God in their Image and Maſs-worſhip, and by 
their Idolatry to Saints, is apparent ?- Are they not taught to con-- 
find more in _the' Yirgin, or their Tutehas Saints, than in the 
Holieſt of all? Doth not the fear of - Purgatory damp” the hopes 
of future bleſſedihefs ? And finally, what wmpious Dodtrine' hath 
been publickly licenſed and printed in-that Church of the degrees 
of the love we owe to God Some blaſphemoully teaching,” rhet 
we are wit at all bound to love him. others mineing it ſo, « of rhey + 
were afraid of bis being too much beloved © 

In a word, there is an! impiety tt the _Morals of ſome of that 
Church, particularly among the Dsſciptes of Loyola, beyond what 
| was 
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Was” amongſt the worſt of the. Heathen Philoſophers 
which | hath fully diſcovered by ſome. of the honeſter \and 
more zealous of that Communion. And; though: 


their being publickly vented, by the Deaf Ear he gives to all the 
Complaints againſt them, . and 'by the conſtant Carefſes and - Pri- 
viledges he heaps upon. that Order which teacheth them, he dif- 
covers either his great Satisfaction 'in that corrupt /Dodrine, or that 
-upon the account of other. intereſts, he -is content to betray the Souls 

Chriſtians into the corruption of - ſuch _impious and ungodly 
Leaders, ſince the Order that hath owned all theſe Corruptions is 
yet. poſſeſſed of the Conſiences of - the greater part of them that 
own that Communion, they beiug the univerial Confefſors.” And. 
fince they, licenſe the. publick vending 'of ſo much corrupt Dodtine 


never {o {ill prepared, yet is ſure of their efficacy for if his Prieſt 
abſolve him,” and he have « ſimple Artrition . for Sin, without any 


Sin, or averſe from. all Devotion, or to Divine . Matters. 
And what laints ſhall; be here made of theſe -who teach that the 
ſure- way of gaining the Favour of God, which phraſe by the 


But 
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- But ſhall we next conſider the Moral Law, which h Chriſt 
ſaid be 5ame not ro difſebve, but ' to fulfil, Matth. 5. 17. et they 
have found out DiſtinCtions and Doftrines to deſtroy it. It is 
what may be faid here, cannot- 6 diretly, as to every 
, be charged upon-the Roman Church, ſince it hath 
not been decreed by Pope, or Council z but when prophane Ca- 
ſuiſts have - printed Doctrines, which tend to the ſubverſion of 
the moſt-common- principles of' Vertue and Morality, and theſe 
are licenſed according tothe Rule of that Church : And for as 
publick as they are, and for all the Cenſures and Complaints 
others have paſſed upon them,- yet they continue without any 
cenſure from the Chair of Rome, it is a ſhrewd pen that 
they are not unwelcome to that See : Though for good Manners- 
ſake they have given them 'no other owning, but a connivance, 
joined with an extraordinary cheriſhing of that School which 
vents t | 


Two general Dodrines they have, which at two ſtroaks dif- 
ſolve all the bonds of Vertne. The one is, the Dotirine of Pro- 
bability ; the other, of good Intention. . 

By the firſt, they teach, that if any approved Doftor of the 
Church have held an Opinion about any practical thing, as pro- 
bable any Chriſtian may with a ſafe Conſcience follow it, were it 
never ſomuch condemned by others, and did it appear with the 
blackeſt Viſage-: And by this it is, that ſcarce there is a Sin which 
may not be ſafely hazarded on, ſince there haye been of the a 

oved Docors of that Church, who have made a fhift, by di- 
Pinttions, to repreſent the worſt Aftions, not only as probable, 
but as really Good,  - | | 

The-next Doctrine is, of good Intention, whereby they teach 4 
Man to commit the groſſeſt Legerdemain with God and bis own Con- 
ſrience imaginable';, by which he may aft any Sin be will, provided be 
carat ine this, but ſome other good Deſogn or Motive: And any 
that will read the Provincial Letters, or the Myſtery of Jeſnitiſm, 
and compare their Citations: with the Authors whence they take 
them, will ſoon be ſatisfied of the truth of this. 

. - We have already ſeen how that Church violates the two firſt 
Commandments, by her Idolatry : Whereby in Gtion to the 
firſt, ſhe worſhips Saints and Angels,-with t ats and ex- 
preſlions of Adoration only due to God. The ene BY 
Parpaviy 


Princes, and freeing the Subjefts from 


lice to him, but out of a deſire of good to themſelves ;, that t 
oy their Inheritance, or be rat of their Troubl, Yea, x Bax. 


ling of their Parents, and may d;ſown them, and Marry without their 
= | | 

For the ſixth Command,. their Caſuiſts do generally allow, to 
kill in defence of Honour, Life, or Goods, even though the hazard 
of loſing them be not near and evident, but afar off and un- 
certain : And they teach, that a Man is not boand- to ſtay tilt a- 
vother ſmite kim; butaf he threateg | hims-'or if he offend with 
his Words, or -if ane know-that he hath-a-defign upon his Ho- 
nour, ' Life, or Goods, he may, with-a good Conſcience,  pre- 
vent, and kill him. And this they extend to all forts of Per- 
ſons, both Secular and Religious ,. allowing it to Sons againſt 
their Fathers. And they leave. ir free. zo them to execute this by 
whatever means .they judg moſt .proper, whether by force, or 
ſurprize, or by the Service of others, 'if they dare not atrempt 
to kill by rheir own Hagdsz which they ſtretch to the caſe of 
one who knows another guilty of .a Crime, and intends. to 
purſue him for it; and they allow the Guilty Perſon, if he know 


noother way of eſcape, t0 kill him who .intends his Accuſation, 
that -he-may thereby. preſerve his Life z in order to which they 


alfa allow it lawful to kill the Witnelles/that may prove. the 


> 


Crime. | | 


? - | 


7 ; 4 wo” 
Pl, ( 4r ) | 
. As for the ſeventh Command, modeſty raagor acate whey pats 
Muphoulon agua it : Tiey harred the Clergy the lawful uſe 
of Martiage; bur did allow them Concubinate ; and rhe publick 
Licenſes given to baſe Houſes in the Popes Dominions, prove that See 
a MEE of Fornications, even in the Letter ; the Religious Houſes 
_ being likewiſe full of Irreligious Intanglements into a courſe of 
_ - life, which many times they are not able to bear ; bur being re- 
ſtrained from the honrureble Ordinance of God, many of theſe 
Houſes have proved either Neſts of Filehineſs, or of ſecret Im- 
purities 3 Which ir ſeems by the rules of Confeſſion, and the que- 
ſtions their Confeffors puts to them, are known to abound among 
them. And any that have read theſe, will confeſs, - that ir defifes 
a Chaſt Mind to read them ; but what muſt it be to ask them, 
eſpecially at thoſe of a different Sex ? Shall 1 alſo here mention 
the frequent diſpenſing with Marriages within degrees forbidden, 
and their as frequent diffolving of that Sacred Knor, though ( a 
if they bad reſolved on 6 contradittion to all the Rules of the Goſpel ) 
they refuſe to diſſolve the Bond on the account of Adultery, which 
Chriſt bath made the only ground that can juſtifie the diſſolution of it? 
But ſhall 1 add to this, the baſe Impieties, of which not only theſe 
of le and ſcarlet Livery. among them have been notoriouſly 
ny” due even the Villanies of ſome hat have worn the Tri 
Crown? As I ſhould grow too tedious, fo I muſt needs tell chings, 
which to a pure mind. were both nanſeating to write and to read. 
Thoſe that have been in that Spiritual Bebylow, know, that is 
8 Sodom, even in the letter, none being more guiley of that crying 
Wickedneſs, than thoſe that bear the charater of Religious or 
Sacred Orders. And what ſhall we think of the Scarlet Frater- 
nity, that produced «s Monfter that attempted Heaven it ſelf, by 
awriting .in_ defence of that Impiety, which it avenged by Fire and 
Brimffone, and yet .had no Cenſure paſſed on him for it? Where- 
as forthe leaſt tinture of Calviniſm or Lutheraniſm, he had been 
condemned to the Fager. Some of them do alſo teach, that For- 
nication is not forbidden by the Laws of Nature, and only by 
poſitive Precepts, fo that it may be diſpenſed with. 
For the eighth Command, thoſe profane Caſuiſts have made 
ſuch ſhifts for it, that none needs to be guilty of Theft ;/ for they 
'reach it to be no ſin td take that from another which he. made no-uſe 
of, but may well want ; and that in ſuch a caſe, be who fteals, is not 
obliged to reftitution : Others of on teach, That be who ſtole « 
| | great 
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reat Sum, # not obliged to the reftitution of the whole, but only of (0+ 
-— as may Kanon be not ag e A they reach, har (7 
thefts, even though often repeated, are but Vemesl fins, Which is an 
excellent Doctrine for warranting Servants inſenſibly to purloin 
their Maſters goods : They alſo teach Arts of eſcaping juſt Debts, 
beyond all the -fubtilties of falſe Lawyers ; which the Jeſuits . 
themſelves have often put in praQtice, and have found out Arts . 
for juſtifying oppreſſive Uſury, defrauding of Creditors, ruining 
of Commerce, and making Havock of our Neighbours Goods 
 Withour Injuſtice. | - 

For the ninth Command, though it be ſo contrary to Nature , 
that the worſt of men- count it a reproach to be charged with 
Falſhood, and Lying, yet they have favoured it avowedly: For 
by their Doftrines of Equivocating and vſing Mental Reſervations, 
the greateſt Falſities in the World may be averred and ſworn 
without fin : And the value they ſet ona ſtrict obſervance of Pro- 
miſes, and candor in them ,- appeared at Conftance, where a 
whole. Council required. S:i/:nund the Emperor , to burn Fobn 
Hufs, and Ferom of Prague, though he had given them his ſafe 
Conduct; for they ta''ght him, rhat Fairh was not to be kept to 
 Hereticks, Another ſuch like trip of one 'of the Popes, proved 

fatal both r6 Ladiſlaus, and the Kingdom of Hungary, at Varna ; 
where they breaking the Truce they bad ſworn tothe Turk, wpon the 
Popes Warrant, were ſignally puniſhed for their treachery, The Do- 
Ctors of the forementioned School do alſo teach, that he. who 
hachi born falſe Witneſs in a matter that may coſt another his 
Life, is. not bound -to. retract it, if chat retraation may bring 
great evils apon-him. They alſo propoſe methods for ſuborning 
Witneſſes, and falſifying of Writs and Records, withoat any fin ; 
and that al] chis may be done to defame a perſon with ſome horrid 
imputation, who is-led as a Witneſs to prove-any thing againſt 
one; that thereby he nay be caſt from witneſſing. a 

And as for the tenth-Command, they have ſtruck out all the firft 
motions of the mind to Evil, from being accounted Sins ; and by 
their diviſion of ſins into Venial, and Mortal, chey make ſure 
enough work of this Command, that it ſhall not be broken mor- 
rally. It were an endleſs work to go and. make out all theſe 
particulars, of their diſſolving the Moral Law, by clear proofs : 
but he who defires fatisfaQtion in that, will find it in the Prowin- 
cial Letters, or the Morals of the Teſts. 

But 
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But if we paſs from the Law, tg the Goſpel, we ſhall find they 
have made no leſs bonesof ic. We are all over the Goſpel called 
to be heavenly-minded, to deſpiſe the World, and toſet our af- 
feftions or things above ; and particularly, Church-men are 
taught not. to ſeek the riches, ſplendor and vanities of a preſent 
World ; which was moſt vigorouſly enforced by the Example of 
Chriſt and his holy Apoſtles. Bur how contrary to this is that 
Religion, whoſe great deſign is, the enriching and-aggrandizing 
of the Teachers and Paſtors of it, chiefly of him who pretends to 
be the ſupreme and ſole Paſtor ? I need not here re-mind the Rea- 
der, of the Trade of Indulgences, by which that Church roſe 
to-its riches and pomp ; nor need [ tell what a value they ſer on 
onward ations of'piety, the chief of theſe being the enriching 
of Churches,' and Abbies; and how theſe were commended to 
the World as the ſure means of attaining eternal life. Shall l add 
to this, the viſible and groſs ſecularity and grandeur, in which 
the Head, and other Prelates of that Church do live ? The Head 
of it being in all chings a temporal Prince, perpetually buſied in 
intrigues of State, and ballancing the Princes. of Ewrope , and 


chiefly of [ra/y; and what baſe and $:moniacat- prattices abound 


inthar'Court, all who have written of it with any degrees of In- 
genuity, do. acknowledg, ' all things are venal there: Money 
being able to raiſe the baſeſt and unworthieſt to the higheſt promo- 
tions; the Cardinals are allo named either upon the Intereſts of 
Princes, and chiefly of cthe-ewo 'great Crowns ;. or to make the 
Popes Nephew: have a greater ſtroke in the next Conctave ; or upon 
ſome.ſuch carnal account. ' And perhaps, for good manners ſake, 


a'Scholar;” or a perſon famous for devotion, may"gert a red Har, . 


bur ſuch are always the; leaſt eſteemed in the College ; all at- 
fairs being gqverned by the Popes Nephews,. or the Protefors of the 
Crowns. And who ſhall-expe& char ſuch, a company of ſecular, 
ignorant, (I mean in matters of Religion ) and- oftentimes li- 
centious men, ſhould be the great Sanhedrim, by whoſe advice 
all that belongs to Religion muſt be managed? Theſe muſt be 
likewiſe the Eletors of che Pope, when the See is vacant, whom 
they chuſe out of their own number, who is always eleted by 
the prevailing Intereſts of one of the Crowns, or by the Faction 
of the former Papes Nephews. - And: what Caballings, what be- 
ſpeaking of Suffcages, and what impudent ambitus is. commonly 
prattiſed in the EleCtions of Popes, is wellLenough known, nor 
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carr it be denied. Now, what man- of common ſenſe” can'irtia- 
gine, that a Pope thus eleted by Simoniacat Arts, and: carnal 
intereſts, can be Chrifts Vicar on Barth, or bave the Holy Ghdft al- 
ways affixed to his Chair, that be'ſhall never err in any of bis De-' 
crees'? Truly, he that can believe this, may believe any thing 
that is groſs and abſurd. Is not the whole frame andcontrivance 
of that Court turned (o entitely Secular, that not a veſtige of 
the Character of a Church, .or of Church-men, remains? And: 
co this, 'ſhall l add all the ſplendor of their Apparel, the ſtate of 
thei Proceſſions; and the Ceremonies of theit Coronation; and 
how they wear a Triple Crown? which being ſo well known to 
all whoever were at Rome, need not be deſcanted on by me. Bur 
the mention of 'the Crown calls me'to mind of che literal acoom- 
pliſſiment of that, of Ayfery, being on the fitebend of the Whoye ; 
ſince the word Myſtery, was for a great while the Inſctiption on. 
the front of their Triple Crown , though 'it be now alcered:; 
which being proved by others, I may not ſtay to make it good. 
From this I ſhould deſcend tothe Cardinals, Biſhops, and Abbots, 
and ſhew how ſecular they are becotne.; all their deſign being to 
engroſs the Power, and monopolize all Riches: which contagi- 
onis alſo derived into the Inferiour Orders of the Clergy, who by 
the magnifying of their Images, Saints, and Reliques, aſcall-rhe. 
Arts they can deviſe for enciching of theaiſelves and their friends. 
And even thoſe Orders that pretend ro maxrtification, and aban- 
doning'the world, and talk of nothing bur their: poor. and. au- 
ſtere manner of Life, yet bave "themſelves of no ſmall 
part of the: Riches and glory of 'the World. Its. true, there is 
a young Brotherhood among them, which though the youngeſt, 
yet hath outftripped the elder, and made them ftoop to it, and 
ſerve it. And” what baſe and ſordid ways that Society bath pur- 
ſued, for arriving at the higheſt pitch--of greatneb, and riches, 
and how ſucceſsfully chey have managed their deſigns, is fuffici- 
ently cleared;- what through: the Zeal of ſome: of the honefter 
of that Conifnnnion, whac through the envy of other emula- 
ting Orders: All theſe things do fullv prove how unlike that 
Charch is to the poor and pnre-fimplicicy of Chriſt and his Apo- 
Tf we farther examine the Charatters'of Evangelical. purity, 
we baye them from the month-of our Saviemr, when he com- 
mands'nsto tearn of/him, for 6e was meek and lowly tn beart ; and 
_ he 
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tr. Now for | ils itis true the Head of ha, | 
Church calls. himſelf. the ſervant, of the ſervants of God; but 
howfar ſuch humility is from. his Deſign, bis aſpiring pretences do 
loudly. declare, All the World muſt ſtoop to him ; not only 
muſt bis-fellow-Biſhops ſwear obedience to him, and become his 
Vaſſals, but: the Kings of the Eatth muſt be his. footſtool, and 
all muſt pay him thac ſerv 20ge: of kifling bis foot; an am-, 
bicion- as infolent as extravagant, blis power muſt be magnified 
with the moſt blaſj itles of. bus 'being God, our Lord God 
on Kerth Omnipotent ; with a great deal more of ſuch ſervile Adu- 
lations, "offered to -him from the Paraſices of that Court. In a 
word, a” great part of chat Religion, when. rightly conſidered, 
will be found on deſign contrived, and abetted, for exalting him 
to: the higheſt degrees' of inſolence ; But ſo. many, proofs of this 
were already upon other occaſions hinted, that itis needle to go 
over them again; and that ſame leven levens the whole lump of 
their Clergy; who all pretend, that by. their Eccleſiaſtical cha- 
racter they are only ſabject rotheir Head, and fo enjoy an immu- 
nity from the Civil Authority, be their crimes what they may be.. 
And arr in-road orr this pretence of late, from the State of Venice, 
when they ſeized two Churchmen oi were highly guilcy, drew 
out ſo mach of their moſt holy Fa indignation, that be 
| ranges againſt them, _—— the penis $ of the ſpiritual 
, reſolved to try the of his temporal one upon them, in 
patrociny, partly of theſe: Villains, and-partly of the covetouſneſs 
the Clergy, to which the Senate had ſera ſmall limit, by a 
- bur finding they were like to prove too hard for him, 
be was willing to put up bus ſword, rather than to kill and cat, as 

one of by Cardinal, adviſed bim. | | 
+ Shall | with cis alſo tell the inſtances of the. ambition of Car- 
dinals, who from their farſt original of being Presbyters of Kome, 
have riſenpp co; the beight of Gounting theraſelves the compani-- 
ens of Kings, and in-their habies affe(t a Princely ſplendor, bur 
have wnlnckily choſen the Lirveries of the whore , for they. wear Scar- 
let as the” Biſhops do Purple, the oretold colours of the Whores Gar- 
' ments... Shall L next-ſhewco-what-Aa height of pride the exalcation- 
of, the Prieſtly. dignity among cher; hath. riſen? {as if it. were 
equal , nay , preſergable to .che condition -of, Princes... The. 
Prieſt. giving abſolucion-, is a ſure device>to make his power 
: Y 4 be- 
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be much accounted of, finice he can forgive fin. The gorgeous 
and rich apparel they wear in worſhip, ſerves alſo'to ſet off their 
Dignity. And what a goodly- device is it, that their fpittle/mouſt 
make one of the ſacred Rites in Baptiſm? Certainly that muſ# be 
eſteemed 8 marvelloxws boly creature, whoſe we excrements are [0 ſa- 
cred. Theip-engroffing the Cup to themſelves fromthe people, 
was another trick. for, raiſing. of their eſteem :" But above all 
things, their power-of 'tranſmuting the ſubſtance of the *= 


and Wine into the Body and Blood of Chriſt, by uttering fiv 
words, was a marvellous device, to make all the World admi 
them, who can fo eaſily, and every day work a miracle, com- 
pared to which, all the miracles of the Goſpel may paſs for ordi- 
nary ations. What a'great piece of wonder-muſt ſuch a mar 
be held to be, who'can thus exerciſe his anthoricy over-the very 
perſon of Jeſas Chriſt, notwithſtanding of all the to which ke 
is now exalced? And it was no coritemptible Engine for that ſame 
deſign, to poſſeſs rhe people with a belief of the Prieſts offering in 
the Maſs an expiatory Sacrifice, for the ſins both of che dead and 
living ; which proved a Stock for them to.trade'on, both for their 
ambition and covetouſneſs; and from theſe evidences we may in- 
fer, how little of che humility of Chrift appears in the Church, 
from the higheſt tothe loweſt.  - 4x65 
The next branch of the Evangelical ſpirit , is Meekneſs and 
Charity, which leads me unto the conſideration of the fourth 
Deſign of the Chriſtian Religion, which was the uniting of Man- 
kind under one Head, \and into one Body ; and this it deſigned to 
effeQuare, not only by theſe ſablime Precepts of the higheſt love; 
and the utmoſt extent of the pardoning of injuries, and of fe- 
turning them with the beſt offices of love and prayer, which the 
bleſſed Author of our Faith did enact ; but by the aſſociating of 
_ the Faithful into one Society, called the Charch, which was to be 
united with the cloſeſt bonds of brothely love and charity; and 
was to be governed by Paſtors and Teachers, who ſhould feed 
rbe flock with the ſincere milk of the Ward; and was alſo to be ce- 
mented-together by 'the Ligaments of the holy Sacraments, by 
which, as by joynts and bant they are both united to their Head, and. 
&nit rogetber..- 'Now' we "are from-theſe things to conſider what 
oppoſicion "that "Thurch' we are tow confidering}, gives*to this 
' branch of the end of, Chriſtianity. 7, BIO _g1? tha ; 
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. And firſt, whereas the Goſpel pronouncerh us free, and that we 
are no more the ſervants + pay Cog Ged, if any attempt uporr 
that liberry wherewith Cliriſt hath made vs free, he changeth che 
anthority of the Church. into a tyrannical yoke ; much more, if 
all the new articles of belief, and rules fo prattice, 'be impoſed 
under the ſeyereſt certificates. But here we are to conſider, that: - 
all theſe things which that Church hath impoſed on all of ber com- 
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-munion, for which we withdrew from her, are additions to our 


faith ; for in this we mainly differ from thar Church, that what- 
ever we acknowledp, they acknowledg likewiſe, but with a great 
many additions. We. believe the Scriptures are a rule for Chri. 
ſtians, and they believe the ſame ; but they add Traditions, and 
the authority of the Church to the Scriptures. We believe that 
God is to be worſhipped ſpiritually, they believe the ſame ; but 


. add, that be may be worſhipped by Images and ſenſible Figures. 


We believe Chriſt to be the Mediator betwixt God and Man, they 
believe the ſame; but add to this the interceſſion of Saints, We 
hold tharGod and Chriſt are to be worſhipped, they hold the ſame; 
but add Saints and Angels to their worfhip. We believe Heaven 
and Hell ro be the ſeveral'States of the fatorelife, they believe the 
ſame; but add Purgatory betwixt them, to the day of Judgment.We 
believe Baptiſm and the Lords Supper to be the Sacraments of the 
new Covenant; they believe the ſame, but add five more. We be- 
lieve Chriſt is ſpiritually and really preſent in the Lords Supper 
this they; believe, but add the unconceivable Tenent of his cor- 
poral preſence... In a word, it might be inftanced in many other 
parciculars, bow they have driven us from their Communion, 'by 


- their additions to the'truth' and fincerity of the Goſpel, which 


they bave adulterated by their Inventions ; and not only have 
they impoſed all theſe things, but thundered out Anarbeme's on 


all that queſtion them; and have ſo wreathed all their fopperies 
, with that main and fundamental article'of their belief, of the in- 


fallibility of their Church, that it is impoſſible to hope for their 
recovery, till they renounce that Principle which is'ſo dear to 
them. For if their Church be infallible, then in no matter of * 


faith or praQtice can ſhe decree amiſs; and therefore'the lawful- 
. neſs and ſanCtity of all her Decrees muſt be maintained with an 


equal"vigor and zeal; for if it} one of them the ſtep aſide, ber 
infallibility is for ever gone. by this we may ſee to how lictle | 
Larpol it is to treat of accomodating matters with that Church, 


fince 


| | they fic renounce 75's is che Jeareft 
£ | | the unerring authority of their Church. 

- _ How cruel then is 0 Churcb, which addeth the ſevere fanQtion 
f of-an Anathema to- all her decrees, even abont rhe moſt tri- 
fling matters z and _ things that are by their Confethon, of 
their.own natures-indifferent ? And a conf to this is, that 
cruel- opinion they . hold ,. :Bat none can be ſaved our of their 
Communion ; pretending there i is no Salyation withour the true 
Church, whict _ reſtriſt to thoſe who are under the obedi- 
_ of the Romer Biſhop; and this is what they uſually frighten 

wich. 

' But it is:to be conſidered what the true notion of the Church is, 
that ſo we may ſee through this frightful Vizar. The Church 
then is, « Society of Chriſtians united in the ſame faith, for worſbzp- 
pins of God jointly. And another definition of a Church cantior 

proved from Scripture ; for the Church being called the Body 
of Chriſt, its union with him as its Headsis beld forth by the Apo- 
file in_theſe wards, Col. 2. 19. The head Chriſt, from whom the 
whole hy 4 by joints and bonds, bawing nouriſhment miniftfed and 
knit together , increaſeth with the increaſe of Ggd. From which 
words. -ve ſee what conſtitutes a man a member of the true 
Church ; which is, firſt, his unjon to Chriſt as his head, togetber 
with ade ance'on hich for growth and nurtriture; and next, 
his being it to. all others who are thus united to Chriſt; which 
is firſt, the inward union of divine charity, by which he loves all 
who cleave to;Chriſt as their Head ; and next, his affociating 
himfelf with.chem in oueward viſible aQts.of worſhip, which every 

Chriſtian is.bound to. do, wich all that worſhip God.in Spirit and 
Truth. - neniiefMeqoas fd Tenant ly fwerye-from 
Chriſt in.many great ns to the honour due 
to his Perſon, SME bred die (obo Lan, and do ogrolly 
adulrerate the worſhip, - ſo that communion cannot be ha 
that Cangch, whoſe re Ch iron the Head Chriſt, then it can 
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ſpe], in ſo many great and main points, "thoſe who aterpre the 
re- 
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reforming her' tober firſt Pyrity, and finding that nor to be hoped: 
for; did! vhnite 2armong themſelves for ſerving :and . worſhipping) 


” God; aright;%einnor” be <hatged with  fepiracion frotw the true 
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7 Bug by "that cruel Terent) of theirs; they breed up -alſ- their 
Children irt the greateſt' uncharicableneſs imaginable, - condemn- 
ing all wh6 cannot believe their! ſtrange DoQrines, oriconcur in 
their unhallowed worſhip. Thus'rhey are the Schiſimaticks who 
bave departed from the true: Churety, and who force from'their 
Communion all who adhere to'ir:- but chis cruelty teſts not in un- 
charirable cenſores, but Hach/extended ir ſelf to as much 'bloody 
and barbarous rage, as ever ſprung-from Hell; for all the cruelty 
of the heathen Perſechtors, cannot. match the practiſes of thar 
Whore that hath been fo often drank wich the blood of the' Saints, 
aud of the Martyrs of Feſw. - What enraged \cruelry appeared 
againſt che poor Woaldenfes, for the ſeparating from their Corrup- 
tions? How many of all Sexes and Ages, were cruelly butchered 


, - 


down by the procurement of the Rulers of that Church ? and- 


becauſe the 4lbigenſes lived under the protection of Princes that 
favoured then, how did he Popes depoſe -cheir Princes, and in- 
Figate other ambitious invaders to ſeize .on' their /dominions : 
Which to effetouare, a Croiſſsde was proclaimed, "that had been 
formerly praQtiſed againſt the-Enemies of the Chriſtian Faith, 'and 
Heaven was promiſed to ſuch as went againſt theſe poor innocents, 
wherenpon 'they were killed by thouſands, without all mercy. 
Never was there any wbo had 'the zeal or honeſty in theſe dark. 
ages'to witneſs againſt the apoſtacy of the Church, bur-che Pope 
and Clergy uſed all mearis to-get his zeal rewarded with'a Fag- 
got. And when the rime of Reformation came, 'with whar rage 
and ſpite did the Pope, by his Letters and Legates inſtigate all 
the Princes of Europe to cruelty -againſt them !, Burt as theſe 
things were-not done'in ccrners, *ſo-they are ſtill fo freſh in our 
remembrance, by the copious accounts we bave of 'them, chat'1 
need nor tell what Arts'the Popes and other Ecdleſiaſticks uſed, 
to ſet all Germany on fire upon this account: Nor reed 1 tell the 
cruelty was exerciſed in the Netherlands in Charles the Fifth his 
time, in which more than an hundred thouſand are ſaid .by Gro- 
ris to have been butchered on the account of Religion. And in 
his'Son'Pbilip's time, the D. of Ave did in 4 Thort time cut down 
Thirty fixthouſand. - Norneed I tell the cruelties were practiſed 
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go 
can, bu murdering Henry the third, ner-Chaſtlets attemps, nor Ravil- 
lac's fa# wm Henry the fourthforgatten.Q.EVzabeths life x fivll of rheſe 
aitempti,end the blackeſt of them all was,the; Gunpowder Treaſon: All | 
which are to be charged on that Church, becauſe the Doctrine of | 
murdering Heretick/Princes,was taught, licenſed, printed, and yer 
not condemned. in. is. From theſe hints, we may- gueſs how 
much of 'the lowly, meek, and charicable Spiric is;to be found 
with them, | But ſhould | to this-add. the horrid cruelcies exerciſed 
- in; cheſe Maſſacres, I ſhould be almoſt. paſt-belief, had L not un- 
deniable Hiſtorians for verifying it.; but the mildeſt of ther be- 
ing to be burned, alive, we may gueſs whas the: more ſavage haze 
done by: their torxures,and lingering Deaths, -. Nexr, ſhall I men- 
tion their: Courts of Inquifitiov Which: have been amoog them inthe 
hands of. Churchmen, fromthe days of their pretended Saine 
Dominick, whoſe Order bave been. the greac Inſtrumenss of the 
cruelties of that Church, and Whoſe. procedure being tied to-no | 
forms of; equity, oz- zuſtjge,. is as. unjuſt, as unmerciful, perſons ! 
being haled-$o'their black Courts, uppn bare. ſuſpitions, or ſecret - 
Informations , without leading. of proofs againſ, them, are by 
Torture examined, not only of their own opiniqns, but of all . 
that are known to them; whoſe "Teſtimony, tha drawn from _- 
them by cruel Torture, will bring. the ſame Torture on all they 
delate ; neither is there any mercy for any whom, this Court de- 
clares Heretick, but the Civil Magiſtrate muſt condemn them to 
the fire, Now. what man that confiders' the meekneſ&o Chih, 


"52; )) 
| the E that Charch the Sponſe of 
Chriſt, | Javage rage, thou- 
ſands of perſons, for no other crime, but becauſe they adhered 
firmly to the Goſpel of Jeſus Chrilt, and would noc 'conſent or - 
concur with theſe ſignal and palpable corfuptions with which they 
have adulteraced it, 

Bux, as from che conſtitution of their Charch, we ſee their de- 
formity from the Goſpel- rey: fs me will next conſider thoje 
Church-men, and we ſhall find kow far they have ftrayed: from 
the firſt Original. Church men ought to be the Guides and Pa- 
ſtors of Souls. Now, bow little of this chere is among them, 
we will ſoon be reſolved in. What do the Popes aboutthe feeding 
of Souls ?- When do they preach theGoſpe 13-0 ar diſpenſe the Sa- 
craments ? Alas ! it were below che height: of bu Holineſs to ſtoop 
to ſuch mean Offices. Does any veſtige of a Church-man remain 
in that Court ? and do they not direQly rule in the Spirit of the 
Lords of the Gentiles ? And in this the Cardinals, Biſhops, and 
Abbots, do, to their proportion, imi their moſt Holy Farber, 
PRrig: wr bare an 
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And'th | 49a! 
yet' the corriptions fly; publicly, 


and generally p1 
the Court of Roe But ro compence this defe& of the Superior” 


= ave ſwarms of the inferior ranks*erery- where; 
Lena ireglar who feern to mind the*care of fouls ve- 
ry: rey hrery ©? Bur not-to' refleR' again upon any thing bat been 
hitherto fad of their bad condu@ of fouls, 'I ſhall now only take 
notice of the Authofity' they prerend to , as if the People 'were 
bound blindly to follow their Confeſſors direftion, as the voice of 
God,” which clearly makes them the ſervants of men, and ſubjetts 
chem'tothe heav ent ne which is-moſt direQly contraty-to the' 
liberty 'wherewhhh ft bath made 'm free: And 'what a rack-to 
fouls have they made Confeſſion? and what an Engine to get into 
the ſecrets of all rhe World, and to "bring mankind under their 
. ſubjeCtion, is obvious enough to'any that conſiders it: And to en- 
| force it the more, 'as they-reach ic ſimply neceffary to Salvation, 
ſo the authority they ini the World believe the Prieſts were 
veſted with- for! paftioninig'fin; together with their eaſie Pardons; 
and ſlight Periances ,” did: "r6otir deepin the bearts of all of thae 
Communion. | 
"ne I go next to exarnine the Saerarhents, 6f which ſo much 
beings already, cn cr to be wor b. + their divid 
p'from the Bread, they 'deſtroy Ghtiſts Inſtiturion, and 
mats ie 0 Sacrarhehe; and the heating of Maſs without commu- 
nicating," tho it make up the greateF pare of their worſhip, yer is 
putely 2 ſervice! of their. own gevi 'withon warrant from 
Chrif mln who faid, iy on w1y Body ; thereby 


intended the virtue of # qhae Ordinance, 
JED for i received 


it? nd it *@ word, let anyread 
(as; it is inthe - 


ES with the 
\as/it ip in" @& Roman Church; /and-then 
hiyverdit,  wherber-they have ad- 


'murnal colicarrence? in ye x _ ___ 


have. wich God 7'Or'whar: obgr ty holdione with 
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ther} {wits "perform 'all their Worſhip 'in an anknown To6ngiie, 
which 4s "the rule and conſtant practice 'of that Church beyond) 
Sea ; tho for the” better venting of their ſophiſticated ſtuff among 
us, "they give the people Books of devotion in' their vulgar Lan- 
yage, yet contihve to fey'the Office of the Maſs in Latin. | 
* And thus far I have'ran a round that -grear' Circle 1 propoſed 
ts 'my ſelf in the beginning of rhis:Diſcourle : 'And have examined 
the Qhief Defigns of 'the*Chriſtian Religion, and have found the 
reat and evident contradiftions, given to them in all their 
Gia, by the eſtabliſhed and*authoriſed Doftrines and Pra- 
Riſes of that Church ; in which 1 have fally juſtified the wiſe 
mans obſervation, that he who increaſeth knowledge, increaſeth ſor- 
row; and have ſaid enough toevince'ts all rational and'confider- 
ing minds, how unſafe it iz for any that would keep a good Con- 
ſcience, 'to hold Cotpmunion with them. But I have not finiſhed 
my deſign, till [ likewiſe examine the CharaQters of the Chriſtian 
Religioti, and compare them with theſe that are to be found in 
the Synagogue of Rome. | 

+. The firſt Charatter of our Faith is, That ic was delivered to the 
world by mien ſent of God, and divinely inſpired, who' proved 
their Miffion by Miracles. ' Now theſe DoQrines about which we 
differ from that Church, can pretend to no ſuch divine ofiginal : 
Let them tell us what inſpired man did firſt teach the worſhip of 
Images, of the Maſs, 'of Angels and Saints, and of Reliques ; 
What'man ſent of God was the firſt Author” of the belief of the 
Corporal Preſence, of the Sacrifice of the Maſs, of the Pope's 
"80 » of Puagatory, of Indulgences;, and of all theſe in+ 
numerable Superſtitions, 'of which the Scripture is abſolutely --fi- 
Tent ; for'if 'rheſe Do&rines were not the off-(pring of Revelati- 
ons, they'are none of the Oracles of God, nor can 'we' be obli- 
Froof believe them as ſaeh. lt is true; they"vouch Seriprures for 


roof to ſome of theſe, but theſe are (o |far ftrerched "that rbeir 
ure Retreat is in the'Santuary of the Churches Traditions; but 
rill a clear Warrant be produced for proving. it was impoſſible 
that any Falſhood could have that way crept into the World, we 
"miſt 'be excnſed from believing theſe.” Neither is ir poſſible to 
6 ny begs caine'fromthe Apoſtles, for-as the Vulgar 
are tiot capable of purſuirſg the Enquiry, ſo the Joſs! of moſt of 
'the Writings of che firſt two Ages; makes it impoſſible co know 
' what Traditions carve from the Apoſtles. 
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an abſtraCt of their Dotrines, _ [Rab of hi 


that Church, 


and eminent adv 
tence bath been 
have been-ſo-beappy as to read 
nn—_s ſenſe of 
Impoſture, | fairly never adorned 
that any Dadtrines, or main parts of Worſhi hy roniagr;—f 
into — Church, and if from the 


ſtory, and Writings 


ſay not, that 
of the firſt and pureſt Ages, 
rene among; wv rn ec 
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y, ſince in _ 


Jeistrae, 8 
cere zeal and polling as guage” 
drawn - cenſure on himdilf ad bis Rook, dk yup ge j 
his Reputation by a new Method of proving the truth of the Opi- 
nions held-in the Rowan Church ; which was, that fince the 
ſent Charch- held them, that ſhews that they had them ſo 
their Anceſtors, and they 
the days of che Apoſtles; alledging, that a change in che wor- 
ſhip was unpraQicable, ſince it could not þe done in a corner, but 
in the view of all the World, who itis not tobe imagined were 
capable of ſuffering any great or conſiderable change to be made 
in that which was daily-in their view, a 
therefore he concludes, that eyery Generation adhered to that 
belief in which they were born, and ſo no change in any great 
of worſhip could be made. Iris true, 
/ he applies this anly to the belief of the corporal Preſence, which 
/ be atrempts 6 prove could never have been introduced into the 
; Church, had it not been conveyed downtrom the Apoliles, He 
hath indeed {et off this wich all the beguries of wit, and elegan- 
cies of ſtile, and mych profound reading, . Bur with how.great 
both. of xeaſon and learning, this pre- 
I leave it to » the jodgrages. of S508 
of ruin will get bx 9 
will prove this but an 
3 forif we findit_ certain. 
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from theirs, till you run backwards.to 


and much. in theireſteem ;: . 


of Ancients, -it appear, = Es 


were not received-in-the ancient Chnrcb, then it js certain yes 


may 


bath been a change made from whazwas then, to what 

thongh an ingenions Invention 

to injagine how and when the change 
it was inſenſibly, and by: pleges eiaavond. If thea it be 


"make ic appear very di 


came in; 
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changed from their own nature, 
and Figures of the Body of Chriſt,. then we are 
; muſt, have been made, though the ignorance of 
makes ae Fae $0 gh par it. 


for the People to conſent, to have their worſhip in- an eh na 
Tongue, and yet we know that all once worſhipped in their 
Macher Tongue ;, bur that after (by the overthrow of the Roman 
Empire) the Latin Tongue decayed, the bacbarous worſhip was 
obtriided an the world ? And what piece of worſhip is both more 
viſible, and. more contrary. to:the cleareſt Evidence of Scriptures, 
elpecially to the Commandments, in which the people were al- 
ways inſtructed, than the worſhipping of Images ? And. 
we know. wel] enough that for the firſt ſeven Centuries the Chri- 
ftian World abhorred them,-yet within a: bundred years afier 
that, we find a-great part of ie bewitched- with them. And 
what can be thoughe more uneaſie for the world to have received, 
than the Popes abſolote Authority over all the Churches and 
Staces. of the T wack ? One ſhould think that though Religion 
and. Reaſon: had lien out of the way, - yet Intereſt and Ambition 
had withſtood this : Yet we ſee clearly by what ſteps they ne 
up, from being Biſhops of the Imperial City, in an equality of 
with their neighbouring ;Eiſhops,, into that culmi 
height, to which they have now mounted. In a word, we 
not ta appeal to the firſt four Ages of the Church, in theſe mar- 
ters. that we quarrel the Roman Charch for ; We deny not but 
hamane intirmity began ſoon to appear in the Church, and a care 
to gain on the: Heathens, made them quickly fall apon ſome Rites, 
uſe (Gmc terms, Which after-ages corrupted. But the ruin of 
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Religion was, when the Roman Empire being overturned bjyzhe 
incarſion-of the Northern Nations, in the begin of the- rh 
| ior 0 Otens ans, 


- Eentiry, both Piery and: Religion being * 
the Primitive ſimplicity of the Nt ai orthip' of the ( 
they turned all cheir zeal to che adbrning of the-qurwards of Re- 
ligion, and hence the corruptions of the Church took their riſe.” © 
- Bat] had almoſt forgot to name ſome Revelations 'which'thar 
Church pretends ts, even for ſore of her moſt donbtfy} opinions : 
Which are the Viſiohis and' extraordinary Inſpirations of fore'of 
cheir Saints, frorh which they vouch a divine confirmation to their 
Dodrines; I confeſs there is a great deal of extraordinary Viſions; 
Rapts and Extaſies to be met with among the lives of their Saints ; 
and T' fear a great deal more than truth : For really whoſo will 
but read theſe writings, he muſt confeſs they are fo farfrom being 
. probable, or welf contrived, that'they ſpeak- ont their forgery. 
Alas ! whereas St. Paul being pur to glory, of Viſions and Reyela- 
rions, was to run back fourteen years for one ; their. Saints are 
- . found in them everyday. Are they not very credible Stories they 
rel] of Chriſt's appearing to ſome of their She-Saints, and kiſ- 
fing then, giving chem Rings, being married to them, and cele- 
braring nuprial Rices, making chem drink ont of his fide, and lea- 
ving 6n them the prines of his wounds, with many otlier ſhch like 
apparitioris of the Virgin,. and other Saints, which wete either for- 
geries, 'dreams, or the effelts of melancholly, or biſterical diſtem- 
pers; and'yer theſe extravagant Fables are given out to the peo- 
ple, asfacred pieces of Divine Revelations. | Pp meg 
''But tlie"iniſpiration'of the holy Writers, on which we found bur 
Faith; wasproved by their Miracles which they wrought publickly 
in'the-fight of many, and in the preſence of their Adverſaries, ma- 
ny of whom were convinced by them ; and it is certain, that who- 
foever offers any thing to anothers belef, pretending he comes to 
him'in the Name of God, muſt have ſome evident proof of his Di- 
vine Miſſibn, ſince nene are bound to believe him barely on his own 
teſtimony, otherwiſe'there ſhould be no end of Impoſtures, if Eye 
pretendet co Divine Inſpiration were to be believed without proof: 
Now the way it muſt'be proved is, by ſome evidence of God's ex- 
eraordinary alliſting ſuch a perſon, which appeared always either 
in'Propheſies or Miracles, but chiefly in Miracles upder the New- 
Teltamenr;*and therefore both Chriſt and his Apoſtles aþpeaIto 
the" mighty works 'they wrought, as the great confirmation of 
3s, : | |! - their 
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their Doctrine. - If then there be riew- - rn RR 6m 
Church; they miſt have' the like- confurmarion ; 
are-not to de believed. LOR SY 

þ vor mauny thoſe of that Church think hey triamph.; for Mira- 
cles they have in abundance ; not a Relique they have; but harh 
wrought: mighty wonders ; nor a Countrey-Saint, bur the Cu» 
rate.of the place can gravely tell a great many deeds of. his Puif- 
fance; nor ' want the Images their -marvellous Atchievements , 
but wondronſly' wondrous are the Feats the:Hofty haik' perform- 
ed: ' Here Iam upon a ere my rh ney age 
ans, - wherewith the Merchants of t on 

wed, of which the fincerer aveh themſelves DE 
flow: ridiculous are many of their ,miraculous rh nn Was 
_ ka worthy piece of rife Angelical Miniſtration,] for Angels to go 

rotting over Sea and Land with a' Load of Timberand Stones 
of the Virgins Houſe, till at length they ſer'it down at Loterro, that 
great Devotions mightibe ſhown to it? Tris a goodly ſtory for to 
cell of a'Saint chat walked fo far after his Head 'was Earoff, with 
ic in hid Ars, refting in fome places'to-Uraw brearky ;-yer be-wiſh 
for an Infidel chat ſhovld dont of -rhis ar'St Deng-Chutch. 
tio car took onthe Lives of the late Saints of char Chorch with 
out nauſea ? Gregories Dialogues begun this trade,” which indeed 
bath-thriven well fince. "The” Miracles of rhe Chriftiarr Faich 
were grave and -folenm aCtions ; bue what ridicalous foenicalt 
ſtories, for-ro ſay blaſphemous oNes, meet us about- che Miracles 
of their'Sainrs ? He rhat' wonld know this, may 'read che” Lives 
of St." France, "and" St; Dominic\, St. Bridgir, and the two "St. 
Gatherines, and he wilt be ſatisfied to a furfeit. ' The Miractes alſo. 
of Chriſt and his Apoſtles' were” ated publickly, in the view of 
all ; but moſt of theſe- Narrations of their Wonders were tranf- 
ated in corners, none being witneſſes bar perſdns' coricerned-to: 
own'the Cheat: And the Doctrine of 'Equivocating was '# good: 
Cordial for the eaſe of their rnd vs r nough- they ſwore: 
whar 'they knew -falſe, according to the CY ſenſe of the 
words which they uttered. Thos we have many Fables of Chriſts 
appearing in-the Hoſty, ſometimes as « Child, and ſometifnies 
as crucied, when' but a” very few of the whole company prev. 
ſent, were honoured with that arnazi 
Further, The Miracles of the -Fairk were written bt 
the times in which they were _ thav'ſo enquirice rat kave 
been 
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been made into their Falſhood ;- and che Powers that then .go- 
verned, being enemies tothe Faith , it'wes ſafe for its oppolers to 
have proved and diſcovered their Forgery, had any ſuch been, 


- Bar many of the Miracles 'of Ree: are not beard of, till ſome 


Ages, 'at leaſt Years, be paſt, whereby they-ars ſecure from the 
after game of a diſcovery ;- and he-were a ſtout man chat would 
adventure to queſtion the verity of theſe pretences at Rome, where 
it is che intereſt of that Church to have them all believed, wichour 
once queſtioning them, But how. comes it, \that in Heferical 
Countries: (as'they call them ) where there is more need of thoſe 
Miracles; and where they might be more irrefragably proved, if 
true, fince-the Examiners of thern were not to be ſuſpeted, yer 
none” of theſe. mighty works do ſhew themſelva forth 2 Certainly, 
that they are to'this day ſo rife in ltaly and Spain, and fo ſcant-in 
Britain ,| is-a- ſhrewd ground to apprehend Legerdemam;. and for- 
gery , in-the accounts we get of their later * aints. -And indeed 
the Contrivers of theſe Stories have not managed their deſign by 
half, ſo well as need was; for they have beſtowed as many of 
them on one-perſon, as might have Sainted the, half af an Order. 
But the. gain that is made by-new Saints, and:new Reliques;. is 
well enovgh known ; not-to ſpeak-of the general advaritage har 
Church to. draw. from it, Lt 1 
In end; 'tho ſome things among-them did ſeem to ſurpaſs the 
known powers of Nature, theſe ought not to prevail ppon us for de- 
partingfrom the truth ;: fwce though av Angel from Heaven Preached 
another Gaſpel, he s to be accurſed, Gal. 1.8, If then they have ſochan- 
ged the Chriſtian Doftrcine by their Additiogs and Inventions, that it 
is become thereby as another Goſpel ; none of the ſeemingly Eere- 
phical Appearances they may bave among them, tho true, ought to 
reconcile ns to-it 3: and: that the rather,, ſince we were expreſly 
guarded ng this Impoſture, by St. Pawl, who gave it as an Indi- 
cation of the Son of  Perdition, that bis coming was - after the 
f Satan, with all power and figns, and lying wonders , and with all 
roableneſs of unrighteouſneſs, 1. Theft. 2+ 9, 10. : And it is a part 


- of their. curſe, that they are;given up to ſtrong-deluſions,: to be- 


lieve lies: -:he Beaſt 8/ſo that" oppeared to St. John, - Rewsd 3.1 2. did 
2290 weyeers, ſo that june 20 come down from rs ”— the 
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f of men , and deceived: many that dwelt on the Earth, by theſe 
cles which be had power to do. But to: conclude this; my grea- 
quarrel at theſe forgeries of Miracles is, that the People being 

| taught 
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taught to believe them, and the Miracles of the Goſpel, with an e- 
qual cerraincy, fince they have the Teſtimony of the Church for 

3 and ep heing ſuch evidenc. CharaQters. of frand ang for- 
gery 0n theſe: ſappoled Miragles, &: convinced of 


their falſhood, are thereby in danger of 5g all the 
of the Goſpel, as the tricks of ſubdolous and crafty men i whereby 
they run head-long to an Atheiſtical disbelieving the truth of all 
alike. And thus far we bave faund how oppofice that Church, js, to 
the Spouſe of Chriſt, ſince ber DeCtrines-are ſo ill faunded , and. 
look fo like cunning!y deviſed Fables, wichout the authoricy of Di- 
vine loſpiration, or the proof of true Miracles. | 

The next CharaQter of our Faith is, its perſpicuity, and fimpli- 
City, all being called to the clear light of the day.in it, and every 
part of it being-ſo genvine,. that it-is apparent, it was not the con- 
erivance of ning men,that by the belief of ic they might obtain 
the power, and poſſeſs the riches of the World :_ And therefore 
there are no ſecret DoQtrines in our Faith, which muſt be kept up 
from the Vulgar, whereby the Paſtors of Chriſtendom may bave 
dominion over their Souls. But what-muſt we conclude of them, 
who by all means ſtudy to keep all of their Communion ignorane, 
as-if Devotion were thereby nouriſhed ; and allow them not rhe 
uſe of che Scriptures in their Mocher-rongue, nor a worſhip which 
they can underſtand, whereby it is, that they who occupy the room - 
of unlzarncd; cannot ſay Armen , at the giving of thanks, ſince they 
underſtand not what is ſaid. To this might be added their impli- 
cite Faith, to all the Dofrines of the Church, without further in- 
quiries;. and their blind.obedience. to the Confeſſarius, be be never 
2, == and carnal. Theſe are certainly darkening opinions and 
P 


iſes, and far dfferent from the methods of the Apoſtles, in 
reaching the Goſpel , who withbeld from the People nothing of 
be. Counſel of God, and ſtudied the enlightening their under- 

Hancngs as well as the enlivening of their wills. a 
But further, how much of intereſt appears. in the DoQrines of 
Rome, Which tend tothe exalting or enriching the Papacy, and in- 
feriour Clergy; for it is viſible what a.trade they drive by them, 

and all the-contrivances, all the projetors in Europe ever fell u 

on for enriching their Maſter's Treaſury, falls ſhort of the proj 
of Purgatory, the. Treaſure of the Cburch, lndulgences, and the 
' Pope's abſolute authority, iri making, abrogating, ang diſpencing 
with-all Poſitive Laws. Neither is my more of deſign to be found 
| : 2 in 


| Soneabir wa/x Tris true, 
the Myſteries about God and mw ſt are Sexaſecg adove the reach of 
oar facplties;, bur even reaſon,it ſelf teacheth that ir muſt be fo, 
fince if there be a God, be muſt 'be infinire ant incomprehenſible; 
Ws us ahout'God/and Chrilt,'which'choak and-ftifle the 
imp we are apt-to take of things. 'Biic/in theſe ir is viſible, 
that the Objett'is fo ol po abou to our faculties; that it.is im- 
poſſible we, cati reach or comprehend it; bot as for the other parts 
of of Religion, 'are all ſo diſtin®t plain, that the reaſonableneſs, 
as well as the 4 athoricy of them, ſerve to commerid ther to ns ; 
bat how. yoid ate te Whey 6 fehis, who bave'made 6ne of 'the chief 
Atticles' of their Faith, and. the greateſt marcer of their Worſhip, 
that which is, not only beyond, but contrary to, the moſt com- 
mon impreſſions' of Nature, ' which. teacherh ns to believe by 
Senſes when "age no, coma and duly cy of proper object: 
For indeed n that caſe, we cannot really t rhir are 
as they appear to us; -"fox. We TE it mid-hi ig, jaws ink 
clearly fee the <ob in the Meridian; hay,and' oor Falk roits GiFie 
evidences our Senſes give, ſince we e, becauſe Miracles were 
clearly ſeen by theſe Sho firſt received the Faith : And, Chrift ſaid, 


belizve me,” for-the ery work; [ae 14.11. -And ſotheir i 4. 
of' neva fowir Senn ar | for their belief, © 
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ned to haye thahged its fibſtance;, pon "the reciral*6f the 
words. ' Shall I add'to this, cha t throng of {4 Yooy wage pon 
phone Ice ure, opinion 7 For i ro, 
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Ly little” eh 90 OR rq wu Cal of 1 no 
eximious ſanftity (nay, perhaps bf EE, J not RE Gityuce: 
dinarily knowing (nay, perhaps groſ! heron in Theologi- 
cat Matters, ſhall have che Holy Ghoſt To NET at his com- 
mand, rhar whatever be decrees, muſt be the Ditates of the Pirie: 
And. what an  unconceiyaBle myſtery is the Treaſure 
Church,” and tlie Popes. Authority ro {Ft it as Ne wilt ? No 
lefs conceivable is the ethcaty of the Sacraments, by the work - 
wrought; nor is any thing more affronting to reaſon, than the 
barbarons worſhip. And of a piece with this is the blind ſab- 
tion pleaded for the Conifeſſarias bis InjunRions;, 'and their , Opt; 
nions of expiaring their ſins by a company of lirtle rrifling 
nances, which tend not to the cleanſing the S6ul, nor killing of 
the life of” Sin, muct leſs can be able to appeaſe God, either of 
their own inbred worth, or by reaſon of any value God is pleaſed 
to ſet on them, either by Command or Promiſe. But honld I 
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of Chriſtians ;, Theſe therefore who lead our the mind, by pre: 


eat many foreign objects to it, do introduce ſup 
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of that Church, whoſe numbers are great as well as their na- 
ture grievous 3 for it is a ſtudy to know them all : But what a 
pain muſt it be, co grin them? I; is a work which will cake u 
a great deal of time to underſtand the Rubricks of their Mifſo 
reviaries,. Riga. and. Pap ificals. . In a word, they bave leſt 
the purity and}. oy of Religion, and ſer up inſtead of it a 
lifeleſs. heap of Ordinances, which muſt oppreſs, but cannot re- 
liexe the Conſciences of their Diſciples. | 
Shall 1. add to this, the ſexerity of ſome of their Orders, into 
which by ,unalterable Vows they are engaged their. whole lives ? 
Now whatever fitneſs might be in ſuch Diſcipline, upon occaſions, 
for beating down'the body, or humbling of the mind, yer ir mult be 
very tyrannical to bind the perpetual obſervance of theſe on any 
by an Oath ; for thereby all the reſt of their lives tay become in- 
ſupportably birter ,to them, wherein they ſtand obliged, under 
perjury, -to the.-perperual obſervance of ſome ſevere Diſcipline 3 
which,. tho at firſt in a noyicious fervour, a= vp have had its 
good effefts on them; yet that drying up, it will afterwards bave 
no other cffe& bat the conſlant ing of the ſoul, -and ſo their 
| life. wil be a rack ro them by their perpetual toil in theſe anſteri- 
ties, - This I ſpeak of thoſe who Kem the chief Ornaments of 
that Church, whoſe Devotion' doth for moſt part turn to out- 
wards,-.and reſts in the ſtrift obſervance of .their rules, not with- 
out voluntary afſumed mortifications, which they add to, them, 
but wherein they for moſt pare glory, and fo the life of. pride 
by them: Neither, 
TD wR exon 
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the Nature of their Devotions, in their higheſt alticude and ele- 
y | $33, 6.4L. 3 
j\ nd thus far I have purſued my Deſign, in the trat-whereof 
I have not been void. of a. great deal of pain and ſorrow; For 
what pleaſure can any find by diſcovering ſo much wickedneſs, 
and fo many errors in the Chriitened Regions of the World; and 
ſee the holy. and beautiful Places, wherein the former Ages wor- 
ſhipped God in rhe.Spirit, turned- to be habications of, Idols and 
graven lmages, by which God.is provoked+to jealouſic: God is 
my witneſs, how cheſe cthoughes have entertained me with horror 
and regret all the while 1 have conſidered them: And that I am 
ſo far from being glad that I haye fonnd'ſo much corruprion in 
the Roman Church , that; it is nor without the greateſt anriparky 
to my nature, imaginable, that | have payed this duty to-truch, 
by aferding -it with the d ſcovery of ſo. many. Impoſtures, ,which 
have ſo long abuſed the Chriftian world; and if any. heat or 
warmth bath ſlipped from my Pen, I muſt proteſt ſincerely,- it is 
not. the. effect of anger or paſſion, but of a tender and zealous 
compaſſion, for thoſe ſouls who are either already blinded with 
theſe deluſions, or do incline towards rhoſe. paths which lead. to the 
chambers of death. - nia 

Il am.,none of thoſe who juſtify rage or bitterneſs againſt thoſe 
in errars; for if we had the the Spirit of Chriſt in us, we-ſhonld 
mourn over, and lament their miſery, who lie onder fo much 
darkneſs, Ard this is a ſure charater co judge if our zeal for 
God and his truch be Divine and Evangelical, if. it make. vs pour 
out Rivers of rears for thoſe that have: gone out of the ways 19 
ther than ſtreams of fire againſt them. That Zeal which raiſeth 
melting ſorrow, tender compaſſion, and fervent prayers for thoſe 
we ice erring, is Chriſt-like , and worthy of that nieek and cha- 
ritable; ſpirit which the Goſpel ſo much recommends : Where- 
as that which boils out in rage and foam againſt ſuch as err, and 
defigns their ruin and miſchief, : and ſtudies how to. perſecute, 
rather than , convert them, and kindles-in men a bitrer averſion 
to their perſons, together with rude harſhneſs in their behaviour to 
them, is all Anticbriſtian and carnal. My defign therefore in this 
. diſcourſe is to provoke pity rather than wrath, and rears more 
than flames, towards choſe deceived mulcicudes, that we. may. 


pray for them, rather chan rail at them. | 
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Faith, and adblterated' the pure ſincerity of our worſhip. 
I Ge ns ſearch into the depths of the Mercies of God; 


how fe they ol be Foundtioh'Cli Communſon, 'nor examine 
hold the F ation Chriſt, notwithſtanding of. aff 


they' bave- Farr ao y 9 it; rior ſhall F 
ds ENT 1phorance 'may excuſe the gdile of an 
Error,'-nor how a typicaethia Bay be to them”; nor ſhall | difcuſs 
how far the privace differing from theſe Errors may in many 
ſecure Omte-of tie individuals of that Communion frotn 
the genera? guilt that lies ver chem ; aphid iculats 
[things may be ſaid}] and none alive is mn PE 
his Itivention, for finding out groutids to fix his Ch ia,” Ri 
my ſelf - But: AN en hat ſhort of a full a when 6. 
proper choſe who being wrong in the keowked ns 
croth fincerity of the Goſpel, 'do away into the Errory 
and Superſtitions - nr Che br Jones om whar their 


ming Cocks be bole except one of two : The firſt" is, that 


hey defire aſenſibe Relipicri,” and therefors loath' the ſimplicity 
and ſpiriteality of 'the- Goſpel, 'and love to have ſome glorious 
obje&s in Worſhip to' ſtrike on, and affe@ their ſenſes : Bur how: 
ever this may make impreſſions*on the grofler Rabble, yet cct- 


any ' thar oonfiders-rhatthe' of 'mart lies in bis - 
wry and nor ir-fhig ourward oo + jrnorre the exaltation-of 


Reafori is-Religion ;/he muſt confeſs -tha? rhe leſs it dwell ii the'  » 


ſeriſes,” and the mork inward it become- on the reaſon, ir is the 
more ſſcabl@ both t6 the'Narnre of God,” of Religion, and of 


dther-obnfiderarior/ that "may 
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"ITheke being the only fiſible tentations td entice any From ot 
"Communion to theirs, it is-bard to preſerve any great i lShrobs of 
Charity for them : For athird tentation being that only Which 
can- work on a devout mind, takes with fo few among us, that 
I need ſcarce name it, which is the ſoliraty and retired houſes 
among them. for leading a devout and tri life, and the exceflent 
Books of Devotion have been publiſhed by many of that Commu- 
nion. This 1 kriow wrought mightily on one, and made him ma- 
ny rimes wiſh that he could with a good Conſcience throw himſelf 
into one of theſe Religious Houſes; but the conſideration of theſe 
great Corrnptions lay Þ in his way, that without the doing the 
preaceſt force on his Conſcience imaginable, and thereby ſecuring 
damnation to himſelf by complying with rhings he judged fo dam- 
nable, he durſt not doit. Yet for his further ſatisfation, he went 
among them, to ſee if their Worſhip appeared more arniable in 
praQtiſe, than it did in Writings ; but 1 have heard bit often op 
Clare, that though his mind was as free © Fr ow ng 4s 
haps ever man's was, yet all he conceived of them, even ;m 4 
the Wruings of their Adverſaries , was nothing compared to the P 
impreſſions which the ſight of their Worſhip left upon him, Fd 
it appearing ſo Hiſtri in all irs circumſtances, and fo idola- _ 
rxo0s ir) irs ſubſtance , eſpecially as he ſaw the volga practiſe ie, 


And for their Religious Houſes, \he was atwong 8 grea Te: s 
Orders, byic was far from with that ſpirit of dev | 
had hoped to find them, for they always magnified their 


Order, and the little external Auſterities ang Devotions of it; buc 
for genuine humilicy, a ih tr fog God, and Chriſt, abtraQion 
frotn' the World, ti 
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life in a tra& of lazy Devotion, without ſtudying to ſerve God in 
our Generation, . ſeems contrary to the intendment of Religion, d 

t many of its being about thoſe Duties. we owe our 
eighbours : Yer. for all this, it is not to be denied to be a great 
defe@t that we want recluſeHouſes, for a ſtrifter training up of thoſe 
who deſign to lead a ſpiritual life, and to ſerve in the Goſpel, that 
their minds being rightly formed before their firſt ſetting opt, they 
may be well qualified and furniſhed for their work. Such Houſes 
might alſo be. retreating places for old Perſons, after they had 
ſerved their Generation, and were'no more able to undergo tol 
'and fatigue ; they might be alſo. Sanuaries for devout Perſons, 
in times of their greater afflitions or devotions. But for all this 
want, -it fixeth no. imputation on our Church, her Doctrine, or 
Worſhip, that. ſhe is ſo poor, as not to be able ro maintain ſuch 
Seminaries. But on the way, it is no great charaQer of the Pie- 
ty of. their Church, that ſhe abounds ſo with great and rich do- 
nations , when we conſider the Arts they uſed for acquiring 
them, by making People -believe themſelves ſecure of Heaven by 
ſuch donations: Indeed , had -we got our People befooled into 
ſich. perſuaſions, the cheat might have proſpered as well in ovr 
bands ; bur we are not of thoſe, who bandle the Word of God de- © 
ceitfully ;" nor wilt we draw the People even to do good with a 
crafty guile, or le for God. 

Bat now, as a concluſion to this Diſconrſe, I muſt conſider, if 
all things among us be fo found and well grounded, that with 
a quiet Mind and good Conſcience every one may hold Commu- 
nion with our Church, and hope for Salvation in ir, I ſhall | 
fore briefly run over the Nature and CharaQters of the Chriſti 
Faith, to ſee if any contradiction to them, or any part of them, 
be found among us. And firſt of all, we worſhip God in Spirit, 
as a Spiritual Being, with ſuitable Adorations, which we diced 
to no Image nor Symbol of the Divine Pfeſence, but teach, that - 
we ought not to figure God to any corporeal' being, no. not'in 
our thoughts ; neither do we worſhip any, beſide God the Fa- 
ther, Son, and Spirit: We alſo worſhip Chriſt, bur'as be is God, 
and hath” the” fulneſs of the God-head dwelling in him bodily : 

| indeed we honour, but knowing them to be our fellow- 

we cannot pray to them, or .fall down before them : 
We count the holy Virgin bleſſed among women, but dare give her 
no ſhare of the glory due to her Son : All the Saints we Teve- 
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rence and love, but knowing God to be a,jealous God, we cannot 
divide that honour among them, which is only due to him, and 
therefore do neither worſhip them, their Images, nor their Re- 
liques. We deſire alſo to offer up to God ſuch Sacrifices as we 
know are well-pleaſing to him, Prayers, Pras/es, broken and con- 
trite Hearts, and our Souls and Bodies, but rejett all Charms and 
Enchanements from our Worſhip, as contrary to the reaſonable 
ſervice which is acceptable to God, and do retain the genuine fim- 
plicity of the Goſpel-worſhip, in a plain and intelligible ſtile and 
form, withiour any mixtures drawn from Judaiſm or Gentiliſm : 
And rhus there is nothing atnong us contrary to the firſt deſign of 

Religion. | 
And as little will be found againſt the ſecond, which is the ho- 
nour due to Chriſt in all his Offices ; 'We teach our People to ſtu- 
dy the Scriptures, and ta examine all we ſay by them, and ex- 
hort them to depend on God, who by his Spirit will teach them 
as well as us; neither do we pretend to an authority over their 
Conſciences, but acknowledg our ſelves men of like infirmities 
with the People, who are all called to be a Royal Prieftbood ; and 
thus we honour Chriſt's Propbetical Office, by founding our Faith 
only on the Divine Authority of the Scriptures. We alſo believe, 
there is no Name given under Heaven by which we can be ſaved, 
but the Name of Chrift, who laid down his Life a ranſom for our Sculs, 
that by bis Crofs we might be reconciled to Ged; and it is to that one 
Sacrifice , that we teach all co fly for obtaining remiſſion of ſins, 
and the favour of God; truſting only to ir, and to nothing we 
have done or can do; knowing that when we have done all we 
can do, we are but unprofitable ſervants ; much leſs do we hope 
for any thing from any of our Fellow-creatures : We apply our 
Souls to no Interceſſor but Chriſt, and truſt to no Satisfattion but 
his, and we acknowledg him the only King of his Church, whoſe 
Laws muſt bind it to the end of the World. Neither do we ac- 
 knowledg any other Authority, but his, over our Conſciences. It 
is true, in things indifferent, he hath left a power with his Church 
to determine in thoſe Matters, which may tend to advance order, 
edification, peace and decency ; but as the Church cannot add 
to our Faith, fo neither can it inſtiture new pieces of Worſhip, 
which ſhall commend, as to God, or bind any load upon our 
Souls. We own a Miniſterial Authority in all the Paſtors of the 
\ Church, which they derive from Jeſus Chriſt, and not from = 
I 2 viſible 
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and therefore if they do,wrong, 
nal, who ſet them up, but pr to. no power from bis Goſpel 
to. coerce or reſiſt them ; and thus we honoug Chriſt in all his Of- 
fices, and ſo are conform to the ſecond, branch of the defign of 
our Faith, | | | | . 
We alſo receive the third with the fame fidelity; and whatever 
the praQtices of too.too many among us be, yet there is no. - 
ground. to quarrel our Doctrine ; we preach repentance to- all, 
and ſtudy. to convince them of their miſery, and loſt eſtate, thar 
they may mourn for their ſins,. and turn to, God. by a-new courſe 
of life ; we preach Faith through Chriſt in.God,, as that, which 
udites, our ſouls.to him, by which we are in Chriſt, and Chriſt is 
in us. We ſtir up our people to love the Lord their: God with all 
their beart, fFrength, ſoul and. mind, and. to wait for his Son: Chriff 
Feſus, who is the boye of glory, and ſhall change our wile bodies into 
the likeneſs of his glorious Body. And from this great motive do we 
preſs apr people to the ſtudy. of. bolineſ7, without which they ſhall ne- - 
wer ſee God;: We ſend them to the.ten Commandinents . for. the 
rule of their lives, whoſe expoſition-we. chiefly take from Chrif”: 
Sermon on the Mount ; neither can we be. charged. for. having... 
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in heart ; neither can our Church be accuſed of having. taughc 
any Carnal Dodtrines, for gratifying the baſe Intereſts of the fleſh, 
or for ingroſſing the power or treaſure of the World,,. the ſubſi- 
ſtence of, our Church-men being but a. livelyhood , and not- a 
treaſure. In a word, we preach Chrift and him Chrucified, and all 
the rules of his Goſpel, for ordering the converſation aright, with- 
out adding, .or taking from itz and thus our conformity to the 
third branch. of Chriſtianity appears. 

We teach alſo according to the fourth branch of Chriſtianity, 
the Doftrines of Charity ; neither do we condemn any who hold 
the /foundation, though in ſome _lefler_ matters they differ from 
us';- bur hope they may be ſaved as weſl.as we. We abhor the 
Dottrine of crue] perſecuting of. any for their Conſciences : The 
outmolt we allow of, or deſire-of that nature. being the preſerva- 
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tio of ee oW@n' Societies: pure fromthe coritagibn of other T raf-! 
figaen andthe driving from us thoſe who'do fo: difturb us. AH 
the:authoricy we-gire the Church, is Pavernab, and not; T'yranni- 
cal; onr Church menwe hold: tobe the Paſtors; but not the Lorde- 
of the Flock, who-are obliged to- feed them ſincerely, both by 
their Dofrine, Labours,. aHd whole Converſation; bur'we pretend 
te:no blind obedience due to-their direions;: and count them-n6-- 
ble Chriſtians; who-ſearch-and| try all-they ſay by char FTeſt-of the- 
Scriptures: We the People toiconfe(s their fins to-God, from- 
whom-only: we teach them: to-expeR'their pardon; and pretend: 
to-no other -keys, but Miniſterial- ones, over publick and. known 
Scandals: In our Worſhip, as-all do underſtand it, fo every one: 
may: joynivit. And in the number, uſe, and ſimplicity of our 
Sacraments, we have religiouſly. adhered-to-the Rnles of the GoE- 
pel;. we holding'themto be ſolemn federal Rites of onr Stipulation 
with God'; in which, if we do -worthily partake'of them, we are 
afſured of the Preſence of the Divine Spirit and\Grace, for uniting; 
our Souls:more intirely to Ged, and advancing-us in all the ways 
of the-Spirir-of Life ; and if the Inſtizeution-of therin- the- Goſhel, 
be compared with our Adminiſtration of them, it-will-appear how 
cloſe we have kept to our Rule. 

And thus we ſee how exaftly conform the DoQrine of our 
Church is to the whole Branches-of the Chriſtian Deſign ; upon 
which it is not to be: doubted; but the Characters of the Chriftian 
Religion will alfo fit ours; Wefound-our Faith only on the Scrip- 
tures; and though we pay a great deal of venerable eſteem to the 
Churches of God during their purity, which continued above four 
Centuries, and ſo be very willing to be determined in Rituals and 
Matters that are external and indifferent, by their Opinions and 
Practices; yet our -Faith ſettles only on the Word of God, and nor 
on the Traditioris of Men; neither do we- believe every Spiric 
that pretends-to Rapts and Viſions, but try the Spirits, whether 
they be of God or not. and though an Angel ſhould preach to us auo- 
ther Goſpel, we would ho!d bim accurſed. "The Miracles we truſt-to, 
as the: Proofs of the Truth of chat Revelation which- we believe, 
are only thoſe contained in the Scriptures; and though we believe 
there- was: a/ wonder- working power continued for fome time in 
the Church, yer we make a great difference betwixr what we: hi- 
ſtorically credit,. and what we religiouſly believe; neither will we, - 
for-ſupporting our Intereſt-or- Authority , have recourſe to that : 
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baſe trade of forging lying Wonders, but we reſt ſatisfied with 
the Miracles Chriſt and his Apoſtles wrought for the proof of the 
Religion we own; ſince what' we believe, is no other than what - 
they caught; and therefore we leave 'the trade of forging new 
Miracles, to them who have forged a new Religion. - 

And for the plain genuines of the Goſpel, we have not depart- ' 
ed a ſtep from it , ſince we call upon our People by all che mo- 
tives we can deviſe, and with all the earneftneſs we are Maſters 
of, to receive full and clear Inſtrufion in all ghe Matters of our 
Religion, which we diſtinctly lay open to them. And nothing 
. of Intereſt or Defign can be charged on us, who pretend to no- 
thing but to be the Steward: of the Myſteries of God ; nor have we 
offered to ſophiſticate the ſimplicity of our Worſhip by any addi- 
tions to it ; for the determining about ſome particalar forms is no 
addition to Worſhip, bur only the following. forth of theſe Pre- ' 
cepts of doing all things to edification, peace, and order: But 
an addition to Worſhip is, when any new piece of Divine Service - 
is invented, with a pretence of our being more acceptable to - 
God thereby, or of our receiving Grace by that conveyance ; 
and therefore any Rites we have, as they are not without ſome 
hints from Scripture, ſo we pretend not to become any way ac- 
ceptable to God by them. 

'Further, We teach no irrational nor unconceivable Dottrine : 
It is true there are'/Myſteries in our Faith, and even reaſon it ſelf- 
teacheth, that theſe muſt be unconceivable; bur for all our-other 
perſuaſions, they are ſuch as may be well made'ont to the ratio- 
nal faculries of Man; therefore we do not betake onr ſelves to 

et Santaary, that we muſt be believed, aſſert what we pleaſe ; 
Biit we aſſert nothing bur what we offer to evince by the cleareſt 
proofs. And-in fine, we add nothing to the burdenlamneſs of 
the Laws of Chriſt, but teach and propoſe them as we have 
them from his Goſpel, withour adding, changing, or altering a 
tittle from the firſt Inſtitution. 

And fo far have I conſidered the Dofrine and Worſhip of our 
Church; wherein if I could juſtify all our PraFices, as well as [ 
can do onr Prixciples, there were no grounds to fear burt from 
all the Cavils of Mortals. But for bad praQtices, whatſoever 
matter of regrate they may-furniſh ug with, they afford none for 
ſeparation: Therefore there is no ground that can juſtify a ſepa- 
ration from our Church, much leſs warrant the turning over 
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from ns to the Communion of Rome : And thus far have I purſued 
my deſigned Enquiry, which was, if with a fafe Conſcience any 
might adjoin themſelves to the Popiſh Religion, or if Communi- ' 
on with our Church was to be kept and continued in; and have 
found great grounds to afſert the evident hazards of the former, 
| ſo that no man to whom his ſalvation and welfare is dear, can, 
4+ or ought.to joyn bimſelf to that Church; on the other hand, 
without renting the Body of Chrift, none can, or ought to de- 

part from our Churches: But I leave the peruſal and conſidering 
of theſe things to the ſerious Reader, to whom I hope they 
may give ſome fſatisfaQion, if he bring with, him to the Enquiry 
an attentive, ſerious, and unbyafſed mind. And I leave the ſuc- 
ceſs of this, and every other attempt of this nature, for the 
clearing of Divine truth, with him who is the only Fountain of 
Bleſſings, who is over all, God bleſſed for evermore. Ames. 
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